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A New School in The Great Indian Desert, Designed by 
Sanjay Puri Architects

We continue our September “Education & Learning” theme by 
taking you to Rajasthan, India, a state in northern India roughly 
245 miles from the country’s capital city of New Delhi. There, 
in a town called Ras, the new Rajasthan School is a “low rise, 
three level school made up of open, enclosed and semi-enclosed 
spaces of various volumes.” Designed by Sanjay Puri Architects.

FULL STORY ON PAGE 3…

Autumnal 2020 Round-Up

Change has become our constant, and we can barely keep up! 
Despite delays in development and production and other various 
aspects of the design process, new products are continuing to 
make their way through the pipeline. And as we head into fall, 
we’ve collected a few of our favorite new things in the textile and 
furnishing worlds – from Unika Vaev, Okamura, Maharam, and 
ootBox.

FULL STORY ON PAGE 11…

Concurrents – Environmental Psychology: 
Planning for Thermal Comfort

Temperatures in workspaces are a popular topic of discussion 
– whether those work sites are in a home office or an employer 
managed workplace. The air always seems to be too hot or too 
cold, never just right. All of our interest in the temperature of the 
spaces where we work is justified, mid-summer, mid-winter or 
whenever else temperature comes to mind. Sally Augustin 
reviews the impact of comfortable, and not so comfortable, 
workplace temps.

FULL STORY ON PAGE 21…

CITED:
“I THINK MOST OF THE 
IMPORTANT STUFF ON 
THE INTERNET HAS BEEN 
BUILT. THERE WILL BE 
CONTINUED INNOVA-
TION, FOR SURE, BUT 
THE GREAT PROBLEMS 
OF THE INTERNET HAVE 
ESSENTIALLY BEEN 
SOLVED.”  
—ELON MUSK
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The new Rajasthan School in the northern Indian state of Rajasthan. Designed by Sanjay Puri Architects. Photography: Dinesh Mehta

We continue our September “Education & Learning” theme 
by taking you to Rajasthan, India, a state in northern India 
roughly 245 miles from the country’s capital city of New 
Delhi. Rajasthan, translating to mean “Land of Kings,” is the 

seventh largest Indian state by population and the largest 
by land area. The state comprises most of the wide and 
inhospitable Thar Desert, also known as the “Great Indian 
Desert” and shares a border with Pakistan. 

There, in a town called Ras, on a site location of 190,000 
square feet and across a built area of 93,000 square feet, 
the new Rajasthan School is a “low rise, three level school 
made up of open, enclosed and semi-enclosed spaces of 
various volumes.”

Designed by Sanjay Puri Architects, a firm with a young 
team of 70+ architects, the Rajasthan School intends to “im-
bibe the organic character of Indian villages and old cities” – 
perfectly in line with the traditional culture of Rajasthan that 
pays pronounced tribute to Indian heritage across all forms 
of daily life. The design of the school is striking in form, and 
speaks directly to the challenge of life in the desert. 

“Taking cognizance of the desert climate of its location 
with temperatures in excess of 35°C (95°C) for most of 
the year, each of the classrooms is north oriented to derive 
indirect sunlight,” firm notes state.

A New School in The Great Indian Desert, Designed by Sanjay Puri Architects
by Mallory Budy

West side classroom block
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“The auditorium, primary school, 
and administration space occupy the 
southern side of the plot opening into 
a large sheltered open area towards 
the north beyond which the secondary 
school classrooms, library & cafeteria 
are located.”

“The semi-sheltered courtyard has 
multiple angular pathways, connect-
ing the two parts of the school with 
landscaped play spaces that foster 
engagement.”

“Traversed by a series of linear 
trapezoidal frames and sun-breakers, 

this focal area has a constantly chang-
ing shadow pattern depending on the 
sun’s direction throughout the day. 
The layout is intentionally fragmented 
allowing open landscaped spaces 
to be interspersed with the school’s 
learning spaces.”

Central courtyard

View of school from north side of site
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School entrance view

Central courtyard
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“The entire school opens towards a 
multipurpose playground & athletics 
track on the northern side.” 

“The entire circulation is through 
open, naturally ventilated corridors 
traversing and skirting the focal semi-
sheltered landscaped court in the 

center. Angled vertical walls act as sun 
breakers to reduce heat gain from the 
east, west & south sides generating 
cooler internal spaces.”

“The complete electrical power re-
quirement is generated by the residual 
energy of a cement plant nearby. In 

addition, the all water is recycled & 
reused. The building by its design is 
thus extremely energy efficient.”

The organic layout creates a dif-
ferent character to each part of the 
school orienting each space with dif-
ferent views & different perceptions.

Ground floor plan

Concept rendering

Section rendering

First floor plan Second Floor plan
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Corridor view

View of courtyard from school corridor
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The Rajasthan School derives its char-

acter from the organic old cities, with 
an informal layout, interspersed open & 
enclosed volumes, designed in response 
to the hot climate, creating a school that 
is exploratory in multiple ways.  

About Sanjay Puri Architects: Sanjay 
Puri, alumni of Mayo College, Ajmer 
and St.Xaviers College, Mumbai gradu-
ated from the Academy of Architecture, 
Mumbai in 1988 and is the principal 
architect of the firm Sanjay Puri Archi-
tects. With a young team of over 72 
architects, the firm has a diverse port-
folio of projects including townships, 
residential developments, software 
parks, hotels, retail malls, schools, and 
smaller individual projects.

Staircase – primary block

Staircase – secondary block

Central courtyard
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stakleen.com/COVID-19         877.647.7301

Nothing withstands harsh chemical cleaners better than 
the Sta-Kleen family of upholstery fabrics.

Sta-Kleen Performance. Sta-Kleen PC. Sta-Kleen Silicone.

Think of it as the original PPE

http://WWW.stakleen.com/COVID-19


09.14.20 GIVING VOICE TO THOSE WHO CREATE WORKPLACE DESIGN & FURNISHINGS   PAGE 10 OF 28

AD
VE

RT
IS

EM
EN

T

Easy on the eyes and the environment. 
As the first Keilhauer chair that is completely carbon neutral, the Swurve 
collection isn’t just a comfortable choice, it’s a conscientious one. 
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Designed by Andrew Jones / Made by Keilhauer

https://www.keilhauer.com/products/swurve.html
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The seasons are starting to change, there’s a wild election 
around the corner, and who knows how long we’ll all be 
social distancing. Change has become our constant, and 
we can barely keep up. Despite delays in development and 
production and other various aspects of the design process, 
new products are continuing to make their way through the 
pipeline. And as we head into fall, we’ve collected a few of our 
favorite new things in the textile and furnishing worlds. From 
Unika Vaev, new wool felt rugs…from Okamura, an automo-
tive-inspired task chair…from Maharam, a bundle of new 
upholstery and contract textiles…and ootBox, a brand-new 
company jumping into the portable workspace game. Enjoy!
>Fraster Rugs Felt Rug Collection x Unika Vaev

Unika Vaev in collaboration with the Danish company 
Fraster have extended their wool felt rug collection, offering 

nine new patterns designed by Trine Neve. The Unika Vaev 
brand strikes a perfect balance between beauty and acous-
tic function, and the new wool felt rug designs follow suit. 

“The wool felt rugs minimize noise distraction to create a 
better work environment while adding beauty to your space. 
Felt rugs are both firm and dimensionally stable; even if you 
place the rug in front of a sofa or in a high traffic area, it 
will not shed or tear. The rugs are sound-absorbent and will 
improve the room acoustics. The wool felt is water-resistant 
and very easy to clean.”

The collection, now available in nearly 70 rug patterns, 
also includes custom designs that allow you to cut the felt in 
almost any shape you’d like. Company logos can be added 
using contrasting colors or by cutting into the rug itself. Visit 
unikavaev.com for full details.

Autumnal 2020 Round-Up
by Mallory Budy

Unika Vaev x Fraster wool felt rug collection. Photography: Unika Vaev

https://unikavaev.com/products/fraster-felt-rug/?utm_source=Unika+Vaev&utm_campaign=2d78dee6fb-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_07_07_03_43_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_78b850fede-2d78dee6fb-196174115
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9 new patterns, designed by Trine Neve, were added to the collection.

Flower Pot pattern

Out of Shape pattern

Zenith pattern

A custom design option
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>Okamura’s Finora Task Chair, designed by ITALDESIGN

Engineered by Okamura, Finora was created by Italde-
sign, a company rooted in the complexities of automotive 
design. Inspired by classic automobile styling, Finora’s 
“precision meets soul in graceful symmetries and clean 
contours, creating a chair that brings the beauty of light-
ness with full features for any workplace. Every component 
of Finora is designed to combine style and functionality in 
one sleek form. The backrest sweeps in a simple curve, 
gracefully integrating the armrests. Adjustment mechanisms 
are tucked neatly under the seat. Thinness and light unite 
to make an understated impact. The streamlined design is 

confident in character and elegantly upscale.” 
The flexible backrest and 4-D arms adjust to your body, 

creating a comfortable seating experience. The decorative 
panels are available in chrome, black, or white – all with a 
gloss finish to contrast with the matte mesh finish.

Finora’s backrest and seat are constructed from a 
proprietary matte mesh that is translucent – visually barely 
there, but engineered for strength and durability. Choose 
from mesh or standard seat fabric, available in 14 colors. 
The seat can also be upholstered with an upgraded curated 
selection of fabrics for a sophisticated look. To learn more, 
visit Okamura.com. 

Finora task chair by Okamura x Italdesign. Photography: Okamura

https://www.okamura.com/en_us/products/categories/seating/task/finora/
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Finora task chair by Okamura x Italdesign. Photography: Okamura
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>September textile introductions from Maharam
The September introduction from the Maharam Design 

Studio focuses on texture and includes a little bit of every-
thing. Upholsteries feature renewable materials like cotton, 
linen and wool, and three new contract styles – Flint, Hearth 
and Linden – are characterized by intricate, woven structures 
that “play with the tension between pattern and texture.”

The Upholsteries: Woven in Italy by a hundred-year-old, 
family-owned resource, Wide Corduroy is a velvet featuring 
cotton wales of amplified scale that can be perceived as 
both texture and pattern. Taut Linen is a fine, unadorned 
texture woven in Belgium by a resource that creates linens 
for artist’s canvases. A tight plain weave emphasizes the 
fiber’s refinement and slight irregularity. In Linen Basket, 
weighty yarns form a sturdy yet organically varied basket 

weave. A mineral palette highlights the long staple fiber 
inherent to linen, playing up its luster and dimensionality.

The Contract Textiles: Flint’s jacquard woven structure 
plays with the tension between pattern and texture. This 
graphic contrast is further highlighted by the combination 
of a downy chenille with a glossy filament yarn. Woven on 
a cotton warp, Hearth’s irregular structure causes the wool 
blended fibers to bloom at random intervals, generating an 
organic and supple surface. Linden blends a multicolor 
boucle with a fine chenille to form a mossy texture that 
is both refined and lush. Areas of alternating density and 
openness create a distressed look.

Maharam has a great video introducing each new textile, 
and it’s the perfect way to get acquainted – check it out 
here.

Wide Corduroy

Hearth

Linden

Maraham’s September introductions include new upholstery and contract textiles focusing on texture.

https://www.maharam.com/introductions/september_2020?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Product%20Introduction%20090320%20New%20Textile%20Highlights%20September%202020&utm_content=Product%20Introduction%20090320%20New%20Textile%20Highlights%20September%202020+CID_5299e81b0c602ecf2ad0b5fdff95b2a2&utm_source=email%20campaigns&utm_term=here
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Flint

Taut Linen and Linen Basket

Maraham’s September introductions include new upholstery and contract textiles focusing on texture.
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>ootBox

ootBox is the creation of Robbie Friedman and Allison 
Zofan, two designers looking to reinvent expectations for a 
temporary, productivity space. ootBox, standing for “Out 
Of The Box”, is a temporary, portable, and shareable 
workspace concept that officially launched in June 2020. 
“Providing a ‘third place’ or ‘escape’ for anyone, ootBoxes 
give users a comfortable, leasable space that is delivered 
straight to any property on-demand.”

From ootBox: “Beautifully designed and fully equipped 
with HVAC, furnishings, and flooring, ootBox was conceptu-
alized to inspire users to get creative and be productive. All 
you have to do is plug it into a traditional outlet and get to 
work! Designed with a large window, provides easy access 
to the surrounding nature.”

“Made from traditional 10-foot traditional shipping contain-
ers, ootBoxes can be deployed anywhere for just about any 
application from parking lots and coffee shops to university 
campuses, shopping centers, medical facilities and other 
public spaces. ootBoxes are the perfect option for commercial 
outdoor spaces looking to offer employees flexible outdoor 
work solutions or additional space to socialize with coworkers.”

ootBoxes have a minimum lease term of two months, 
with pricing ranges from $500/month to $1,500/month. The 
company also offers a day rate for special events. Beyond a 
set of standard features, customers can choose to custom-
ize exterior branding and palettes, interior wall materials 
and colors, flooring, and furniture configurations. Currently, 
ootBoxes are solely a rental solution and are not for sale. 
Learn more at www.getootbox.com 

ootBox is a new company and product of the same name –  providing temporary, portable, shareable workspaces available for rent. Photography: ootBox

http://www.getootbox.com
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ootBox is a new company and product of the same name –  providing temporary, portable, shareable workspaces available for rent. Photography: ootBox
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https://unikavaev.com/products/safe-business-signage/?utm_source=Officeinsight&utm_medium=full%20page%20Aug%2024th&utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_content=Safe%20Business%20Signage
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teknion.com

http://www.teknion.com
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concurrents
ENVIRONMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY
Planning for Thermal Comfort
by Sally Augustin, Ph.D.

The middle of summer and the middle 
of winter are two times of year when 
temperatures in workspaces are 
popular topics of discussion – whether 
those work sites are in a home office or 
an employer managed workplace. The 
air always seems to be too hot or too 
cold, never just right.

All of our interest in the tempera-
ture of the spaces where we work is 
justified, mid-summer, mid-winter or 
whenever else temperature comes to 
mind. Our cognitive performance, and 
thinking, – what we’re most likely to be 
paid to do while at work – is best if the 
temperature is around 72o F, in a range 
from 68 o to 74o with humidity levels 
from 40 – 70%. Deviations from these 
conditions cause our performance to 
drop at marked and consistent rates. 
Temperature, and humidity, can influ-
ence our health if they deviate signifi-
cantly from comfortable levels. Also, 
HVAC systems send important signals 
to workers – when they are allowed to 
continue to operate in ranges that are 
unpleasant for workers, how important 

can those employees actually be to the 
organization?

A number of factors contribute to 
thermal conditions experienced, from 
the design of an HVAC system to 
window placements to how any blinds 
in place are controlled. Even the color 
of the walls influences our perception 
of temperatures in a space; with warm 
colored surfaces we think a space is 
slightly warmer than it actually is and 
the reverse is true when walls are 
painted cool colors.

Happily, for all of us who live in 
spaces with heated and cooled air, the 
Center for the Built Environment at the 
University of California Berkeley, makes 
available free of charge the CBE Ther-
mal Comfort Tool (https://cbe.berkeley.
edu/research/thermal-comfort-tool/). At 
the website, the CBE team details why 
their tool is useful: it incorporates “a 
number of features that are important 
for practitioners: (a) ability to compare 
two or three thermal comfort scenarios 
(compare tool); (b) ability to plot how 
the comfort area changes in the psy-

chrometric chart when clothing [being 
worn], metabolic activity [what people 
are doing in the space], air velocity or 
mean radiant temperature are varied 
within a given range.” Video record-
ings available provide tips on using the 
Thermal Comfort Tool.

Temperature has a significant ef-
fect on what goes on in our heads as 
well as our sweat glands. Setting and 
maintaining optimal temperatures can 
not only help people work to their full 
potential, but also dramatically reduce 
complaints received by people who 
manage and design buildings. 

Sally Augustin, PhD, is the editor of 
Research Design Connections (www.
researchdesignconnections.com). 
Research Design Connections reports 
on research conducted by social and 
physical scientists that designers can 
apply in practice. Insights derived from 
recent studies are integrated with classic, 
still relevant findings in concise, powerful 
articles. Topics covered range from the 
cognitive, emotional, and physiological 
implications of sensory and other physi-
cal experiences to the alignment of cul-
ture, personality, and design, among oth-
ers. Information, in everyday language, 
is shared in a monthly subscription 
newsletter, an archive of thousands of 
published articles, and a free daily blog. 
Readers learn about the latest research 
findings immediately, before they’re avail-
able elsewhere. Sally, who is a Fellow of 
the American Psychological Association, 
is also the author of Place Advantage: 
Applied Psychology for Interior Archi-
tecture (Wiley, 2009) and, with Cindy 
Coleman, The Designer’s Guide to Doing 
Research: Applying Knowledge to Inform 
Design (Wiley, 2012). She is a principal 
at Design With Science (www.design-
withscience.com) and can be reached at 
sallyaugustin@designwithscience.com.

https://cbe.berkeley.edu/research/thermal-comfort-tool/
https://cbe.berkeley.edu/research/thermal-comfort-tool/
http://www.researchdesignconnections.com
http://www.researchdesignconnections.com
http://www.designwithscience.com
http://www.designwithscience.com
mailto:sallyaugustin@designwithscience.com
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RESEARCH-DESIGN CONNECTION
Aquarium Advantages
by Sally Augustin, Ph.D.

Clements and colleagues studied 
the implications of having aquariums 
present in a space, either live or on 
video. After a literature review they 
report that “Nineteen studies were in-
cluded [in their analysis]. Two provided 
tentative evidence that keeping home 
aquaria is associated with relaxation. 
The remaining studies involved novel 
interactions with fish in home or public 

aquariums. Outcomes relating to 
anxiety, relaxation and/or physiologi-
cal stress were commonly assessed; 
evidence was mixed with both positive 
and null [no relationship] findings. 
Preliminary support was found for ef-
fects on mood, pain, nutritional intake 
and body weight, but not loneliness…
Review findings suggest that interact-
ing with fish in aquariums has the 
potential to benefit human well-being, 
although research on this topic is cur-
rently limited.”

Heather Clements, Stephanie Val-
entin, Nicholas Jenkins, Jean Rankin, 
Julien Baker, Nancy Fee, Donna 
Snellgrove, and Katherine Sloman. 
2019. “The Effects of Interacting 
with Fish in Aquariums on Human 
Health and Well-Being: A Systematic 
Review.” PLoS ONE, vol. 14, no. 7, 
e0220524, https://doi.org/10.1371/
journal.pone.0220524

Sally Augustin, PhD, a cognitive sci-
entist, is the editor of Research Design 
Connections (www.researchdesigncon-
nections.com), a monthly subscription 
newsletter and free daily blog, where 
recent and classic research in the 
social, design, and physical sciences 
that can inform designers’ work are 
presented in straightforward language. 
Readers learn about the latest re-
search findings immediately, before 
they’re available elsewhere. Sally, who 
is a Fellow of the American Psycho-
logical Association, is also the author 
of Place Advantage: Applied Psychol-
ogy for Interior Architecture (Wiley, 
2009) and, with Cindy Coleman, The 
Designer’s Guide to Doing Research: 
Applying Knowledge to Inform Design 
(Wiley, 2012). She is a principal at 
Design With Science (www.designwith-
science.com) and can be reached at 
sallyaugustin@designwithscience.com.

SUDOKU
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officenewswireFor complete releases,  
visit www.officeinsight.com/officenewswire.

Arcadia: Betwixt occasional tables

PRODUCT INTROS
>Arcadia’s new Betwixt col-
lection of occasional tables 
designed by David Ritch and 
Mark Saffell of 5D Studio 
are more than just func-
tional; they tie seating areas 
together and create an invit-
ing feel. The series is defined 
by an airy, geometric base 
comprised of delicate metal 
rods threaded together to cre-
ate a striking visual. Round 
table-tops are encircled by 
a similarly-scaled metal ring 
that is intentionally left visible 
to provide yet another layer of 
visual interest and create fur-
ther interplay between lines. 
The material palette is neutral 
and refined, allowing the 
tables to coordinate seam-
lessly with a variety of seating 
styles. Table tops, which vary 
in thickness from ¼” to ½”, 
come in four surface options 
including ash and walnut 
veneer, laminate, Corian, 
and low iron back-painted 
glass, which may be used 
as a writable surface with 
dry-erase markers. The 3/8” 
diameter metal rod base is 
offered in both standard and 

premium finishes that include 
shades of grey and white in 
addition to modern metallics. 
An assortment of sizes and 
heights allow versatility to 
meet the needs of all manner 
of settings, including lobbies, 
lounges and collaborative 
areas within higher educa-
tion, corporate and hospitality 
markets. Read More

>New Zealand design com-
pany Resident, in collabora-
tion with French designer 
Leonard Kadid, released the 
Pier collection of solid oak 
Chairs and Stools. Inspired 
by the iconic Santa Monica 
Pier and made entirely from 
solid oak, this collection is 
designed to stand the test of 
time. Both the Pier Chair and 
Stool are composed using 
only mortise and tenon joints, 
allowing the wood fibers to 
run continuously throughout, 
gifting the piece sustained 
durability. “These primitive 
simple Pier structures made 
with round wooden pillars and 
built to endure the difficult 
conditions of the ocean left a 
very big impression on me,” 
said Mr. Kadid. Piers’ straight 

cylindrical elements guide the 
entire geometry of the collec-
tion, and the arrangement of 
components is informed by 
the tenon and mortise joins, 
which are used in classical 
Japanese architecture. The 
tenon and mortise joints are 
continuous from the leg, 
through the seat, and then 
up through the backrest, 
ensuring a strong and durable 
connection. The solid oak seat 
and backrest are precisely 
carved using a CNC milling 
machine, gifting the user a 
comfortable situation for sit-
ting. Read More

NOTEWORTHY
>Cini Boeri, the Italian 
architect and industrial de-
signer who designed several 
showrooms and furniture 
collections for Knoll, died on 
Sep. 9 at her home in Milan. 
She was 96 years old. Ms. 
Boeri was a leading female 
figure of the Italian Modern 
movement who explored ideas 
of expandability and pliability 
across several disciplines. Her 
architecture, furniture, and 
lighting designs incorporate 
a breadth of materials, from 
formless foam to bent glass. 

One of few females in her 
class, she graduated from 
Politecnico di Milano and 
afterwards collaborated on 
several projects with architect 
Marco Zanuso. Throughout 
the 1960s and 70s, Italy 
became an epicenter of the 
second wave of modernism, 
full of youthful spirit and new 
ideas. Ms. Boeri, a leader in 
the movement, was a contrib-
uting designer for Gavina SpA, 
an Italian design firm created 
by Dino Gavina to manufac-
ture the work of designers 
from the burgeoning Italian 
design scene. Knoll acquired 
the Gavina Group in 1968 and 
introduced several of Boeri’s 
designs into the Knoll portfo-
lio, including the Lunario table 
series, an elegant cantilevered 
collection of tables made 
from glass and steel. In 1970, 
Boeri introduced her first 
piece designed specifically for 
Knoll—the Gradual Lounge, 
an innovative, modular and 
dynamic adjustable lounge 
system. She later recalled that 
she, “tried to do the design 
in a most vigorous and strict 
manner. It was a system, a 
new way to produce a sofa in 
plastic. It was assembled of 
many seats with the possibil-

Resident: Pier Collection
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ity to move them, making a 
circle larger or smaller for a 
conversation.” 
After her designs were intro-
duced to an American audi-
ence, Knoll stated in a 1976 
press release that, “she was 
commissioned by the com-
pany to make the day to day 
design decisions in major Eu-
ropean showrooms—France, 
Germany and Italy—and to 
design new showrooms for 
Knoll in Stuttgart and Munich. 
When discussions about a 
new Los Angeles showroom 
came up, Cadwallader [For-
mer Knoll President Robert 
Brooke Cadwallader, 1930-
2020, who was with Knoll 
from 1955 to 1972] insisted 
that Boeri spend more time in 
America so that she would be 
able to make her plans most 
suitably. Her design for Los 
Angeles, in the Pacific Design 
Center, reflects her study: she 
has produced a showcase for 
Knoll with remarkable fresh-
ness and color.” Read More

>Dauphin President Gary 
Chin announced plans to 
retire at the end of 2020, and 
Matthew Negron will be the 
company’s new president. Mr. 

Chin, Dauphin’s first employee 
in North America, has been 
with the company for 41 years. 
“I have been fortunate to 
work with a fantastic group of 
people and they have been the 
reason why I stayed with the 
same organization my whole 
career,” he said. “We get 
tremendous support from the 
Dauphin family in Germany—
especially from our founder, 
Friedrich-Wilhelm Dauphin, 
our New Jersey factory work-
ers, our administrative staff, 
and of course, our Dauphin 
sales team and independent 
sales reps. Special thanks and 
respect goes to my business 
partner of the last 27 years, 
Dauphin CEO, Nick Bayvel. He 
has helped make the atmo-
sphere and culture at Dauphin 
a joy to show up and work 
hard each and every day.” 
Regarding the appointment of 
Mr. Negron, Mr Chin comment-
ed, “I am thrilled that Matthew 
will be taking over. I see quite 
a bit of myself in his character 
and thought process. I am 
highly confident that he will do 
a wonderful job leading Dau-
phin for future generations.” 
Mr. Negron started at Dau-

phin eight years ago in the 
engineering department. 
Since then he has worked in 
multiple departments, most 
recently as Regional Manager 
of the New Jersey/New York 
sales territory. Read More

>Dyer Brown shared two 
new offerings for reopening 
offices safely: an illustrated 
“re-entry playbook” pub-
lished online, and a line of 
customizable, off-the-shelf 
environmental graphics. The 
just-published playbook, titled 
“Future Shift: Workspaces in 
Transition,” is a much-antic-
ipated illustrated guide pro-
viding detailed insights and 
solutions to help organizations 
of all sizes adapt their office 
spaces for safe, productive 
operations. The contents are 
based on office projects and 
research by Dyer Brown, na-
tionally known for innovative, 
leading edge office spaces 

and corporate headquarters 
for Fortune 500 companies 
from Boston to San Diego. 
Presenting illustrated and 
checklist-style advice for 
senior executives, Future Shift 
is now available to view and 
read online at Paperturn. It 
covers everything from office 
layouts and interpretations of 
health guidelines to organiza-
tional objectives and effective 
communications. Specific 
solutions are laid out for office 
workstations, shared space 
design, touchless technolo-
gies, employee circulation 
patterns and more. Future 
Shift also features action-
able case studies to highlight 
effective workspaces and 
modifications to public areas 
of commercial buildings. 
In addition, Dyer Brown has 
just made available a cus-
tomizable, off-the-shelf line 
of environmental graphics, 

Cini Boeri
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available through a partner-
ship with printer BluEdge. 
According to the firm, the sig-
nage and graphics are based 
on those the firm developed 
for their own use in response 
to COVID-19. “We felt strongly 
about designing our own 
approach, using color and 
typography to ensure the 
messages stand out without 
causing anxiety,” said Karen 
Bala, the firm’s director of 
design. Read More

>Flos achieved a double 
victory at the 26th edition of 
the Compasso d’Oro ADI, the 
most highly esteemed Italian 
design awards.  

Arrangements, the innovative 
and poetic modular collection 
of geometric lighting elements 
created for Flos in 2018 
by Cypriot-born designer 
Michael Anastassiades, won 
the influential award with the 
following comments from the 
international jury: “A dance 
of minimalism, geometry, and 
technology, able to beauti-
fully interpret the LEDs and to 
transform them into emotion.” 
The Arco lamp, designed in 
1962 by brothers Achille and 
Pier Giacomo Castiglioni, and 
recognized worldwide as one 
of design’s most ingenious 
and timeless pieces, also re-
ceived a well-deserved recog-

nition almost sixty years after 
its original conception. The 
Product Lifetime Achievement 
Award, introduced for the 
first time at this edition of the 
Compasso d’Oro, celebrates 
Arco as the undisputed star of 
Italian design culture. Innova-
tive, simple and adaptable, it 
is a combination of inspired 
creativity and skilled manu-
facturing. The jury described 
it as “a stylistic innovation in 
the lighting sector that over 
time became an icon for Ital-
ian design around the world.” 
Read More

>Framery won a Product 
Innovations Award for 
Framery 2Q at the Merit 
Award level in the acoustics 
category for BUILDINGS 
and interiors+sources’ 2020 
program. The BUILDINGS 
and interiors+sources editorial 
staff evaluated submissions 
in terms of their innovation 

and contribution to produc-
tive workplaces. Designed 
to accommodate four-to-six 
people, Framery 2Q provides 
users with a multifunc-
tional workplace that offers a 
heightened sense of privacy 
and comfort. The pod serves 
as a space to brainstorm and 
collaborate, and its superior 
sound installation system 
ensures team huddles will not 
disturb the rest of the office. 
As an award-winning product, 
Framery 2Q is now a member 
of an elite group of 33 in-
novative products that will be 
showcased in the September/
October issue of BUILDINGS 
and the October issue of 
interiors+sources, as well as 
online in both publications. 
Read More

EVENTS
>IA Interior Architects will 
kick off its 4th annual EGD 
Week this Tuesday, Sep. 
15 with “Office as a Brand 
Experience,” to be held at 
Noon Eastern Time. This we-
binar, featuring IA workplace 
experts Julie Maggos, Ray 
Ehscheid, and Tina Colum-
bus, will discuss how the 
office can become an experi-
ence center and a physical 
manifestation of a brand, 
and how EGD [Environmental 

FLOS Awarded 2x by Compasso d’Oro 2020.Arrangements by  Michael Anastassiades (L) and Arco by Achille and 
Pier Giacomo Castiglioni (R)

Framery 2Q
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Graphic Design] can support 
this. On Wednesday, Sep. 
16, also scheduled for Noon 
ET, “Experience for All” will 
look at how EGD can help 
improve inclusivity and equity 
of access for individuals that 
experience varying levels of 
accessibility in the built envi-
ronment.  On Thursday, Sep. 
17, “Analog Vs. Digital” will 
take an educational deep dive 
into the trade-offs of choosing 
between analog and digital 
methods. Read More

>Mohawk Group these 
Wednesday, Sep. 16 will 
host “Fractal Fluency in 
the Built Environment.” 
This hour-long CEU course, 
offered both at Noon and 
3:00 p.m. Eastern Time to 
accommodate guests in dif-
ferent time zones, is the latest 
presentation in the company’s 
Resourceful CEU series. 
It will debut an accredited 

session that showcases an 
emerging body of work in 
the realm of biophilic design, 
focusing on the intersection 
of science, design and art, 
and the concepts behind a 
stress-reductive approach to 
commercial spaces. Present-
ed by Anastasija and Martin 
Lesjak of Austria-based 13&9 
Design and Dr. Richard Taylor 
of the University of Oregon, 
the course addresses fractal 
fluency and how fractals can 
be translated into design. 
Seemingly random shapes 
and forms found in nature 
often appear haphazard; 
but, upon closer inspection, 
there is a structure underlying 
these natural arrangements. 
As we look closer and closer, 
the patterns repeat over and 
over. These patterns – frac-
tals – are the building blocks 
of many of nature’s motifs 
and have been scientifi-
cally proven to reduce stress 

by as much as 60%. The 
collaboration between 13&9 
Design, Fractals Research 
and Mohawk Group ultimately 
produced the Relaxing Floors 
carpet system – one of the 

manufacturer’s most awarded 
collections to date. Each CEU 
is free to attend virtually, but 
attendees must register to view 
and receive credit through AIA 
and IDCEC. Read More

Mohawk Group.Fractal Fluency CEU
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BUSINESS AFFAIRS
>Herman Miller Inc. scheduled its first-quarter FY21 earn-
ings call for this Thursday, Sep. 17, 9:30 a.m. Eastern Time. 
https://investors.hermanmiller.com/events-and-presenta-
tions

>Inscape Corp. on Sep. 10 released its first-quarter financial 
results for FY21 (Canadian dollars in thousands except EPS):

3 Mos. Ended 7.31.20 7.31.19 %Ch.
Sales $11,370 $20,677 -45.0%
Gross Profit $3,430 $5,778 -40.6%
SG&A $4,645 $7,263 -36.0%
Net Inc./Loss $3,380 -$744 -
EPS -$0.24 -$0.05 -

The decline in the first quarter is attributed primarily to the 
economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic which resulted in 
shutdown of many cities and states in the United States, which 
account for approximately 90% of the company’s sales. 

“First Quarter Fiscal Year 2021 results are encouraging given 
the challenges the company is facing during the COVID-19 
pandemic,” said Eric Ehgoetz, CEO.  “While sales declines 
were anticipated, management has continued to aggressively 
manage working capital and maintain cash levels consis-
tent with the prior quarter in order to allow the Company the 
necessary flexibility to execute the actions required to adapt 
to the current environment.   While the company continues to 
see weakness in its Systems and Storage divisions, we note a 

strengthening of demand in the Walls division, which is not un-
expected given trends for reduced density and defined space 
in office environments going forward.”

Total sales for the first quarter of fiscal 2021 were $11.4 million 
compared to $20.7 million for the same period of fiscal 2020.  
Net profit for the first quarter of fiscal 2021 was $3.4 million or 
$0.24 per diluted share, compared to net loss of $0.7 million or 
negative $0.05 per diluted share. Non-GAAP adjusted EBITDA 
for the first quarter was negative $0.2 million, compared to 
negative $0.7 million, for fiscal 2020.

The first quarter gross profit as a percentage of sales of 30.2% 
was 2.3 percentage points higher than the same quarter of last 
year, largely attributed to favorable product mix, improvements 
in quality expenses and cost efficiencies in the Walls business 
segment.

The current quarter’s SG&A of $4.7 million was $2.6 million 
lower than the same quarter of last year. This is attributable to 
management’s initiatives to manage costs during the pandemic 
and certain workforce  actions, including headcount reduc-
tions, workshare initiatives and salary reductions previously an-
nounced, in addition to lower selling and marketing expenses. 
“Going forward, the Company will continue its efforts to further 
identify ways to streamline costs without negatively impacting 
our ability to sell product, and service our customers. Further-
more, we are also looking across our asset base in order to 
effectively maximize both shareholder and stakeholder value.”

9.11.20 7.2.20 4.3.20 12.27.19 9.27.19 6.28.19 %frYrHi
%fr50-
DayMA

HMiller 22.7 22.3 17.8 41.6 45.9 44.7 -54.5% -5.3%

HNI 29.0 29.0 21.8 37.4 35.4 35.4 -32.5% -7.2%

Inscape 0.6 0.4 0.8 0.8 0.7 1.7 -54.9% 15.2%

Interface 6.8 7.6 6.7 16.5 14.6 15.3 -61.5% -12.0%

Kimball 10.8 11.3 9.6 20.7 19.4 17.4 -51.7% -4.3%

Knoll 11.3 11.5 8.6 25.4 25.3 23.0 -60.1% -10.5%

Leggett 44.6 34.3 22.7 51.2 40.9 38.4 -19.6% 10.0%

Mohawk 96.9 99.2 62.0 134.4 123.6 147.5 -36.7% 8.0%

Steelcase 9.7 10.3 8.2 20.6 18.4 17.1 -57.8% -9.8%

Virco 2.1 2.8 2.2 4.4 3.8 4.7 -53.8% -8.0%

SUM 234.4 228.8 160.4 352.9 328.0 345.1

DJIndust 27,666 25,827 21,053 28,645 26,820 26,600 -6.4% 0.1%

Industry Stock Prices
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First Quarter Financial Highlights

(All comparisons are relative to the three-month period ended 
July 31, 2019 unless otherwise stated):

-Adjusted EBITDA of ($0.2) million, compared to adjusted 
EBITDA of ($0.7) million

-Net income before taxes of $3.4 million compared to net 
loss before taxes of $0.7 million. This quarter’s results were 
positively impacted by other income from government grants 
of $2.7 million and significant unrealized gain on derivatives of 
$2.2 million, partially offset by $0.3 million of foreign exchange 
loss.

-Total sales of $11.4 million, a decrease of 45.0%

-Gross margin of 30.2%, with gross profit down by $2.3 million, 
versus gross margin of  27.9%. 

-SG&A expenses of $4.7 million, a decrease of $2.6 million 
versus $7.3 million.

-Inventory of $4.7 million, a decrease of $2.5 million, versus 
$7.2 million the prior year

-At July 31, 2020, Inscape had $6.0 million in cash with ad-
ditional borrowing capacity of $2.9 million

Results by Segment

Inscape’s reportable segments include Furniture and Walls. 
Aggregated in the Furniture segment are Systems, Benching, 
Storage, and Seating. Walls is a separate segment due to the 
different nature of movable walls compared to furniture, the 
production process, and the installation services involved in the 
selling of movable walls. (Canadian dollars in thousands)

3 Mos. Ended 7.31.20 7.31.19 %Ch.
Furniture
  Sales $7,722 $15,310 -49.6%
  Net Inc./Loss -$2,456 -$83 -
Walls
  Sales $3,648 $5,367 -32.0%
  Net Loss $1,241 -$1,402 -

Inscape hosted a conference call on Friday, Sep. 11 to discuss 
the company’s quarterly results. A replay of the conference 
call will be available from Sep. 14 after 10:30 a.m. Eastern 
Time until 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time on Oct. 14. To access the 
rebroadcast, please dial 1-800-558-5253 (Reservation Number 
21966843).

The full text of Inscape’s 1Q21 earnings release, including all 
tables, as well as additional financial statements may be ac-
cessed at https://myinscape.com/investors.

>Kimball International, Inc. plans to hold its virtual Annual 
Meeting of Shareholders on Tuesday, Oct. 27, 9:30 a.m. East-
ern Time. The agenda includes election of two directors to the 
Board of Directors to serve until 2023; approval, by an advisory 
(non-binding) vote, the compensation paid to named executive 
officers; and ratification of the appointment of the company’s 
independent registered public accounting firm, Deloitte & Tou-
che LLP, for fiscal year 2021. All shareholders of record at the 
close of business on Aug. 24, are entitled to vote at the meeting 
or any adjournment thereof. 

Kimball CEO Kristine L. Juster included the following state-
ment as part of the proxy materials issued for the meeting:

“In fiscal 2020, we successfully executed on our transformation 
plan, showing revenue growth prior to the COVID-19 impact 
and yielding significant cost savings. In the last four months of 
the fiscal year, our organization was tested by the pandemic, 
and I am pleased to report that Kimball International showed 
tremendous resilience, thanks to the dedication and determina-
tion of our leadership teams and employees. We could not be 
prouder of the ways in which our people banded together to 
support our Company, our customers and each other.

“Fortunately, we have entered fiscal 2021 with the resources 
to withstand challenging times and build upon our strengths. 
Our balance sheet provides us the flexibility to manage through 
challenging times and to make investments to fund future 
growth. Our Connect 2.0 strategy, announced in early August, 
is designed to accelerate our ability to gain market share, and 
we estimate that Phase 2 of our restructuring program will 
result in significant cost savings for the year. Thus, we expect 
Kimball International to emerge from the economic downturn 
as an even stronger company.

“We appreciate the support of our shareholders and are com-
mitted to building the value of Kimball International. https://
www.kimballinternational.com/public-filings
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