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Welcome to the first edition of officeinsight’s

NeoConnect 2020 Product Preview!
Our world has turned a bit upside down, and so we’re turning upside down with it! As all our loyal readers 
know, every June on the Friday before NeoCon, we publish our NeoCon Product Preview – a floor-by-floor 
preview of all the new products the workplace furnishings industry has in store for us that year.

Well…NeoCon 2020 has, of course, been cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. After an initial throw-
up-your-hands, “what are we all going to do?!” moment, those 
in our industry got to work, or rather – got back to work – con-
tinuing to design, develop and innovate. And the NeoCon team 
quickly pivoted to launch NeoConnect, an online initiative in the 
month of June, as a way for the design community to connect.

In the spirit of pivoting, and as a service to all the product development efforts with no place to physi-
cally launch, we present the first installment of our NeoConnect 2020 Product Preview. We’re calling it a 
“Virtual Walk-through of NeoCon,” expanding our coverage from one issue with the companies located on 
all the floors to one floor per issue. 

Nothing can compare with walking the halls, and stairways, of theMART each June, but we offer a new 
experience – one that will undoubtedly make you miss the physical event – but hopefully it will also provide 
a chance to appreciate the magic; the design, the novelty, and everything that we love about attending 
NeoCon.

– Here are the new product submissions we received from companies located on the 3rd floor.

CITED:
“CREATIVITY IS THINKING 
UP NEW THINGS.  
INNOVATION IS DOING 
NEW THINGS.”  
—THEODORE LEVITT  
(1925 – 2006),  
AMERICAN ECONOMIST
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https://www.mayerfabrics.com/quantum-collection-preview/
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FLOOR 3

>Arcadia (3-340)
Iso Work Lounge, designed by QDesign, combines the 

comfort of a lounge chair with partitions for privacy. It 
provides a welcome and quiet space to sit, work and focus. 
Seating and panel elements can be configured together to 
create stand-alone modules, clusters of single-user spaces, 
or multi-user settings for various meeting requirements. 

Scenery Modular by David Ritch and Mark Saffell of 5D 
Studio aims to define interior spaces with a relaxed sensi-
bility, to capture the moment “from all sides.” The interior 
seating area offers spacious comfort for collaboration and 
casual conversation while a ledge around the exterior pe-
rimeter serves as a work surface or perching rest. 

Kindred Guest, Kindred Lounge, and Kindred Occa-
sional Tables by Chris Carter blend classic elements with 
mid-century modern design, “both in the moment and for-
ever timeless.” Lounge and guest chairs feature “an elegant 
wood frame, highlighted by curves in all the right places 
for eye-catching views from every angle.” Accompanying 
occasional tables, offered in a variety of shapes, sizes and 
finishes, further complement their seating counterparts to 
bring warmth, sophistication and style to any space. 

Arcadia: Iso

Arcadia: Scenery Modular Arcadia: Kindred Guest, Kindred Lounge, Kindred Occasional Tables
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Betwixt Occasional Tables by David Ritch and Mark 

Saffell of 5D Studio feature a geometric interplay of lines 
within the metal base to create the striking visual from 
which Betwixt gets its name. A variety of table surface op-
tions are available. www.arcadiacontract.com

>Arper (3-346)
Adell by Lievore + Altherr Désile Park, 2020: “Smooth

like a pebble, soft as mounded moss. With low rounded 
curves, Adell evokes a precious keepsake from the natural 
world – whether in use indoors or out. With a shell made 
from 80% recycled polypropylene, the calming form has 
been designed with sustainability at its foundation, putting 
both body and mind at ease. Plush yet supportive, substan-
tial yet lightweight, Adell’s gentle slopes offer a welcoming 
and generous place of rest.” www.arper.com

>Cabot Wrenn (3-367)
Alpine outdoor collection, Inspired by Moutain get-

aways, features seating and tables for hospitality lodge 
settings. Built and finished like quality indoor furniture, but 
designed and engineered to perform beautifully for full-
time outdoor exposure with routine maintenance. Frames 
are constructed of sustainably harvested plantation grown 
Grade A teak. Available in any graded-in outdoor fabric. 
www.cabotwrenn.com

>Coalesse (3-300, 301)
Enea Altzo943, an expansion to the popular Enea family

designed by Estudi Manel Molina, features a solid wood 
base and polypropylene seat shell in 12 colors. The col-
lection’s warm solid oak legs and colorful, easily cleanable 
plastic seat shell complement a wide range of settings. Both 
the chairs and the stools combine the clean curves of a 
precision-molded seat shell with the sculptural refinement 
of solid oak legs. The special oval profile of the legs follows 
the pure curvature of the shell for a complete, harmonious 
design statement. www.coalesse.com

Arcadia: Betwixt Occasional Tables

Cabot Wrenn: Alpine

Coalesse: Enea Altzo943

Arper: Adell. Photo credits @Salva Lopez

https://arcadiacontract.com/products/new-introductions/
www.arper.com
http://www.cabotwrenn.com
https://www.coalesse.com/
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>Dauphin (3-393)
Bosse Series 2 Acoustic Pods and the Bosse Series 4

Room-in-Room System are designed with a sleek aesthetic 
and acoustic privacy in mind. All models are powered by an 
easy plug and play system that can be inserted into a nearby 
outlet. They can be moved to different locations when 
needed, re-assembled and ready for use the same day. Both 
series offer quiet ventilation systems with an air exchange 
rate of 50 times per hour. An integrated motion sensor au-
tomatically turns on the LED lighting and ventilation system 
when someone enters and powers off when unoccupied. 

Bosse Series 2 Acoustic Pods consist of three models: 
a telephone pod, dialogue pod, and collaboration pod. 
Interiors can be customized with a selection of 32 acoustic 
fabrics. Other acoustic measures include magnetic door clo-
sure, felt ceiling and carpeting on the floor. The telephone 
pod includes the option of an acoustically effective wall 
panel in a white pine with a rail system that allows the user 
to adjust the height of the work shelf; Integrated power and 
USB connections are available for the shelf. The Dialogue 
pod offers an optional pendant lamp and floor-mounted 
table base. 

The Bosse Series 4 system is available in four different 
sizes. Each unit is enclosed in safety glass with laminated 
sound insulation film. The frameless glass door is equipped 
with discrete, almost concealed hinges, magnetic door 
closure and an elegant handle. Bosse rooms offer high 
performance LED lighting with free-form lenses for optimum 
illumination and the ability to regulate the color temperature 
with “tunable white” technology. Ventilation can be adjusted 
by occupants and is available with an optional air quality 
sensor. For visual privacy or to optimize usage of space, 
flexible-sliding panels can be installed inside or outside the 
room, available as an acoustic panel, melamine, or white-
board. Technology panels to support telecommunication 
devices are also available. www.dauphin.com

Coalesse: Enea Altzo943

Dauphin: Bosse Series 2 Acoustic Pod and Bosse Series 4 Room-in-Room System

https://www.dauphin.com/
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It’s time for the 
design community 
to connect

June 2020 on
neocon.com

NeoCon® is a registered trademark of Merchandise Mart Properties, Inc.

Online resources, programming 
and events designed  to connect 
the NeoCon community

https://neocon.com/
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memosamples .com

E N D U R A N C E  E P U® P R I N T S

Progress EPU Splash - $45

Extreme Performance and Superior Sustainability

https://www.memosamples.com/endurance_epu_all_pr.shtml
https://www.memosamples.com/
https://www.memosamples.com/momentum_textiles.shtml
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>Davis Furniture (3-115)

Rho Ottoman is the inaugural lounge collection by Italian
designers LucidiPevere in collaboration with Davis Furniture. 
Ranging from an individual single-seat to a generous lounge-
height ottoman, Rho’s organic shape and variety of heights 
evoke imagery of the scenic Italian countryside for which this 
collection is named. The designers concentrated on balanc-
ing form, comfort, and versatility. Rho features a distinctive 
linear open chain stitch detail located at the center of each 
piece, which becomes an opportunity for additional styling 
and visual interest. The contrasting stitch is available in 20 
thread colors. Rho’s organic forms presented a challenge for 
the Davis Design Team. How could they upholster the dis-
tinct rounded shapes of the ottomans without unnecessary 
seams or zippers? The Davis engineers worked to develop 
an innovative method of ensuring perfect tailoring with Rho’s 
upholstery. Here’s a hint, it involves a vacuum. The inven-
tive solution entails shrinking the foam before stretching the 
cover over each frame. When the vacuum is released – voila! 
– the ottoman is upholstered with ideal precision.

Brace Table collection, designed by the German duo 
jehs+laub, is the newest addition to Davis Furniture’s robust 
solid wood offering. Its design embraces simplicity of form 
and function by appealing to a sense of timelessness while 
maintaining an avant-garde edge. Architectural legs form a 
minimalist base for this statement piece. Constructed from 
either molded solid wood or 10-millimeter angled solid steel, 
this sculptural foundation creates an element that is both 
physically and visually strong, supporting the exquisite 28-mil-
limeter thick solid wood top. The name, Brace, was inspired 
by this leg design. Ranging in size and shape from small 
meeting to large conference, Brace asserts itself as an an-
choring visual in any interior from contract to residential. The 
table also illustrates a commitment to sustainable harvesting 
practices and craftsmanship. When designing this collection, 
jehs+laub began by reflecting upon the honesty and authen-
ticity of the materials from which it is made. Available in solid 
wood oak or walnut, each table begins as a single-sourced 
trunk consciously chosen at the end of its lifecycle. Trees up 
to a hundred years old are selected within European forests 
and are aptly granted new life with this product. As the timber 
is harvested, two saplings are planted in order to continue 
the legacy of their predecessor. Once the logs are processed, 
great care is taken to guarantee that any unusable elements 
of the trunk are used in a purposeful manner to ensure a 
zero-waste harvest. The cut lumber is stacked in the exact 
formation of the original tree and air-dried. Every board is 
carefully monitored for two years until each piece achieves the 
perfect moisture equilibrium needed for Brace’s construction. 
After this extensive curing process, Swiss craftsmen select 
their material from a single tree and individually configure the 
timber to provide the basis for each piece of furniture. Once 
constructed, Brace is then finished with either a clear lacquer 
or linseed oil, which allows the true beauty and depth of the 
wood to be realized. www.davisfurniture.comDavis Furniture: Rho

Davis Furniture: Brace

www.davisfurniture.com
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>Decca Contract (333)

Ribbon, designed by Gary Lee Partners, explores the
visual power of sculpture without sacrificing functional-
ity, flexibility, and ease of use. Rounded forms and curves 
soften the line’s structural expression. Ribbon table bases 
are available in all 16 different Decca metal finishes, and 
tops can be specified in Decca Stone, Glass, Solid Surface, 
and Cambria – Decca Contract’s newest graded-in partner.

Skyward by Alyssa Coletti is designed to act as a catalyst 
for lively conversation and big ideas, projecting a bold yet 
welcoming presence. The aesthetic effect is created by the 
strong line of the tabletop, which meets the ascending lines 
of the base, creating a dynamic form with clean-cut edges 
that accentuate structure and craft. Skyward is fitted with 
concealed drawers that preserve the table’s purity of line 
while providing discreet wire management and access to 
power. Reverse knife edge top is available in wood, glass 
or solid surface. LED lights beneath the tabletop illuminate 
and accent the geometry of the table bases. Recessed base 
panels permit a mix of materials and finishes, including 
metal, wood, solid surface and lacquer.

Ellipsis Collection by Brian Graham is designed to be 
used as stand-alone piece or integrated into the setting of 
FrameWork or other Decca casegoods lines. Ellipses can 
serve as a desk, conference, or dinning/cafe table. Bring-
ing to life Decca’s capabilities, every leg angle of Ellipsis 
provides visual dynamism from the hand-sanded gentle arc 

of the legs to the solid edge in-lay detail. This line has been 
expanded with the addition of the Ellipsis L Shaped Return 
Desk available in wood and solid surface, along with a cor-
responding softened wood Wall Shelf with LED lighting.

In addition, as many companies are scrambling to find 
functional ways to divide and/or create space while keeping 
people at safer distances, Decca Contract is ramping up 
to promote its FrameWork product heavily in the upcom-
ing months. Designed by Brian Graham and introduced 
at NeoCon last year, FrameWork is a series of individual 
freestanding work, collaborative, and flex spaces created to 
address the changing needs of the open office environment. 
A dual-sided structure with the ability for mix and match 
components, it allows configurations to be specified as a 
head’s down focus space on one side and/or shared space 
fostering collaboration on the other. Decca Contract’s en-
gineering team has recently found a way to reduce Frame-
Work list pricing by 20% since the initial product launch. 
http://deccacontract.com

Decca Contract: Ribbon

Decca Contract: Ellipsis L Shape Return Desk and Wood Wall Shelf

Decca Contract: FrameWork

Decca Contract: Skyward

http://deccacontract.com
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Pleat Collection
Design: POPULOUS

https://www.tuohyfurniture.com/
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>Designtex (3-303)

Plexus is a large-scale geometric inspired by the shapes
found in and human perspectives of architecture. Whether 
it’s the building itself or the way light plays off the surface, 
angles and formations of the built environment continue to 
inspire. A subtly heathered, matte yarn grounds most of the 
patterns paired with a lustrous yarn used in the linework. 
Each of the five colors is composed of a warm or cool neu-
tral ground with colored accents intended to play well with 
corporate palettes.

Pixel Cloud is a large-scale, textural pattern inspired by 
cloudlike formations seen in both the natural world and in 
our ever-expanding digital environment. Layers of dots and 
dashes mapped out on an underlying grid system create 
organic shapes and provide the pattern with a sense of 
order and structure. Pixel Cloud’s construction uses a lus-
trous yarn in the ground and a more dry, matte yarn in the 
colored accents. The variation of dots and dashes across 
the surface of the fabric mimics the look of an embroidered 
material. Available in six colors. http://designtex.com

>Emeco (318)
On & On, a collection of chairs and stools designed in

collaboration with Barber & Osgerby, offers a circular way 
of thinking, combining longevity of design, durability, and 
the use of recycled materials that can be recycled – on and 
on. The starting point for the collaboration was the next 
generation of a simple and timeless café chair, engineered 
for strength and designed specifically with recycling in 
mind. Emeco first used recycled PET to make the 111 Navy 
Chair in 2010. Since then, the company has continued to 
engineer and improve the material for even greater longev-
ity and durability. The On & On chairs and stools are made 
of 70% rPET – waste plastic bottles that would otherwise 
end up in the landfill, 10% non-toxic pigment, and 20% 
glass fiber for strength. With closed loop recycling as the 
ultimate goal, Emeco is currently working on a chair-to-
chair program where customers can return old chairs to be 
recycled into new chairs. Seat material options include rPET 
seat versions – matching the chair and stool frames – avail-
able in six crisp, timeless colors suitable for both indoor and 
outdoor spaces, as well as plywood seats in oak or ash, and 
upholstered Stools are available in two heights – bar stool 
height and counter height, and the chairs stack six high.

Emeco is also celebrating the tenth anniversary of the 
111 Navy Chair. The classic 1006 Navy Chair® was made 
from salvaged aluminum for the U.S. Navy during World 
War II. In 2006, Coca-Cola and Emeco teamed up to solve 
an environmental problem – keeping waste plastic bottles 
out of landfills and oceans. It took four years and many 
work hours to upcycle the soft recycled PET into a structur-
ally sound, timeless chair, but it was time well spent. Since 
its launch in 2010, the 111 Navy Chair® keeps millions of 
bottles from the landfill every year. Each chair is made from 
at least 111 recycled plastic bottles. Over the last decade, 
Emeco has continued to develop the recycled PET material 
to make it even stronger, and it is also now able to recycle 
the material 100% without loss of strength. This means that 
it can turn old chairs into new chairs, over and over. www.
emeco.net

Designtex: Plexus

Emeco: On & On

Designtex: Pixel Cloud

http://designtex.com
http://www.emeco.net
http://www.emeco.net
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>Encore Seating (3-336)
Faction Swivel, designed by David Ritch & Mark Saffell

of 5D Studio, “is the utility player when it comes to mul-
tifunctional seating. The sculpted back – available fully 
upholstered or in durable polypropylene – provides ongoing 
support, while its intuitive mechanism and mobility features 
offer the flexibility to outfit applications ranging from office 
spaces to training rooms, reception stations and more.”

Faction Guest/Nesting, expanding on the popular 
executive and task series, complete the collection with a 
well-rounded offering of stackable, nestable and training-
focused options. Available fully upholstered or in a choice 
of four poly-back colors, and with multiple arm selections in 
matching hues.

String Games, designed by Ramsey Madsen & Jim Con-
tois, plays with forms and appearances. This collection of 
meeting tables is distinguished by metal accents that appear 
to pass fluidly through the solid wood frame with expertly 
crafted precision. Available in veneer, laminate or solid sur-
face materials, it can be specified in seated- and bar-heights 
and features optional power capability via a discreetly con-
cealed wire management system. www.encoreseating.com

>Ethnicraft (322)
The Teak Oscar Desk welcomes any style or perfor-

mance, with or without drawers for storage, and is available 
in three sizes. The Teak Oscar Sideboard features open 
spaces that can be used to exhibit books, plus two sliding 
doors and three drawers offering the option of organiz-
ing documents out of sight. The sliding doors are made of 
hand-carved teak – making each Oscar piece unique. The 
Teak Oscar Rack attracts attention with its atypical compart-
ment division. This wooden rack is made from teak, with a 
black metal frame, and five hand-carved teak doors. The 
Teak Studio Rack, designed to bring warmth to the office 
while still offering a practical storage solution, is available 
with or without two hand-carved teak sliding doors at the 

Emeco: 111 Navy Chair

Encore: Faction Collection of Seating Products

Encore: String Games Double Tables

Encore: Faction Swivel Models

www.encoreseating.com
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bottom. The Teak Oscar Drawer Unit can easily be a stand-
alone piece, or perfectly slides under the Oscar desk for 
extra storage. Made from beautiful teak wood with hand-
carved drawers, the mobile storage unit is available with one 
or two drawers.

The popular Mikado collection now includes the Mikado 
Meeting Table with wire management. A cable box un-
derneath the center of the table allows one to run cables 
through it and directly connect to electric sockets.

The N701 sofa is striking covered in luxurious leather. 
The old saddle color instantly creates a warm atmosphere 
for nomadic workers looking for a comfortable environment 
or for collaboration and connection during the day.  
www.ethnicraft.com

>Haworth (3-312) and Haworth Collection (3-121)
Resonate, a design collaboration between Gensler New 

York and Haworth Design Studio, is a collection of con-
temporary, modular lounge furnishings and chairs that 
support the in-between time when ideas form. Based on 
a uniform platform structure and formed wire base, each 
piece plays a complementary role in creating and defining 
group lounge neighborhoods adjacent to work areas. With a 
visual lightness that relates harmoniously to today’s interior 
landscape, Resonate has casual, yet elegant architecture. 
A variety of configurations encourages employees to choose 
a workspace that suits them best, in a group or solo, for 
time to focus, collaborate, interact and socialize. Neigh-
borhood spaces are defined using elements all within the 
same square dimensions (30” x 30” footprint) and height. 
Modular lounge elements include back only as a stand-
alone chair or connector for longer sofa runs; universal 
corner, right- or left-handed; and no back/no arms, attached 
or freestanding, which can also serve as an ottoman. The 

Ethnicraft: Teak Oscar Rack and Teak Oscar Drawer Unit

Ethnicraft: Mikado Meeting Table

Ethnicraft: N701

http://www.ethnicraft.com
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collection also includes a lounge chair with no arms sized 
lower and with a reclined back for more relaxed lounge 
postures, a side chair matching the lounge chairs with stan-
dard seated height for casual collaborative meeting settings, 
cafés, break rooms and waiting areas; and tables, either 
freestanding or integrated into a run. The collection meets 
BIFMA standards with anticipated BIFMA level and GREEN-
GUARD Gold certification. www.haworth.com

>HBF and HBF Textiles (3-387)
The iconic Gubi Beetle Chair, reengineered by HBF in

partnership with acclaimed Danish manufacturer Gubi, is 
reissued with a strengthened shell for improved performance 
to better withstand high traffic commercial settings. The Gubi 
Beetle chair was inspired by the shape, shell, and structure 
of the eponymous insect. Designers GamFratesi found the 
anatomy of the beetle captivating, the thin and sculptural out-
er shell providing structure, form, and protection. The design 
of the chair reinterprets the elements of the beetle’s body: 
rigid on the outside, soft within. Immediately recognizable, 

the chair was an instant classic on its first release. In addition 
to strengthening the shell, the revised design removed welts 
on the upholstery to create a more streamlined, minimalist 
silhouette. The minimal base is accented with midcentury-
inspired metallic hairpin legs in a range of finishes.

Jueki, HBF’s first collaboration with Jonathan Yoshida 
Rowell, is an elegant new stool collection inspired by its 
source: the humble tree. Boasting distinct, clean lines and 
a minimal form, Jueki is carved from solid Ash wood into a 
stunning, organic seat. Rowell envisioned the Jueki seat as 
the stump of a tree, with its four legs representing branches 
lithely springing forth from it. Its form reflects this, with 
a backless seat that has a slight curve to guarantee user 
comfort. Jueki’s clean frame draws attention to the natural 
pattern of its wood material, further calling to mind its point 
of inspiration. Four tapered legs descend from the seat, 
made from the same, solid piece of wood as to maintain an 
uninterrupted shape. The bottoms of the legs round slightly 
as they meet the floor, which lends the piece an almost ethe-
real, floating quality. A steel support loop further comple-
ments its shape and provides additional structural integrity.

Up Collection, by Kelly Harris Smith for HBF Textiles, was 
inspired by the constantly changing patterns, textures, and 
colors of city life. “I look up a lot,” said the designer. “I’m an 
avid cloud watcher and architectural façade enthusiast, but 
I’m also looking down as I’m walking around, noticing brick 
patterns, seemingly unglamorous utility covers, and sewer 
grates.” The Up Collection’s durable, highly cleanable tex-
tiles feature upcycled polyester yarns made from recycled 
water bottles, speaking to how a city is constantly regenerat-
ing. All five patterns serve for both upholstery and wrapped 
panel applications, meeting both flame code requirements. 
Uptown takes inspiration from industrial patterns of a city 
such as tility covers, sewer grates, and chain link fences. 
Upstart mimics the streaks of rain on the bus windows of 

Haworth: Resonate

HBF: Gubi Beetle Chair

HBF: Jueki

www.haworth.com
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our morning commute. Upscale is a modern take on traf-
fic signs, a nod to the irony of finding order within chaos. 
Upbeat, inspired by scaffolding mesh from different angles, 
is an understated tight grid with tonal, subtle layers of color 
that speak to the evolution of color and shadow throughout 
the day and the appreciation of texture up close vs. far 
away. Uptick reinvents the classic twill with bold stripes 
creating a dimensional rhythm throughout. www.hbf.com

>Humanscale (3-351)
Summa, which debuted at NeoCon last year, is back and

ready to order. A new executive chair from Humanscale, 
Summa is thoughtful design at its best, offering ergonomic 
support and comfort. It envelops each unique sitter with its 
sculpted shape, which is punctuated by smooth, seam-
less upholstery. This chair is made-to-order and hand-
upholstered by highly experienced hands. It is available in 
multiple configurations, wood finishes, and chrome-free 
leather upholstery options that are healthy for sitters and the 
environment. 

NeatUp cable management seamlessly installs along the 
table leg and moves with the desk as it is adjusted. A six-
plug power strip supports multiple devices and connections, 
all from a concealed source, creating a connected and tidy 
space. Currently compatible with Humanscale’s award-

winning sit-stand desk Float and its electric counterpart, 
eFloat; NeatUp joins Humanscale’s suite of transformative 
cable management solutions that reign in cables and cords 
into an orderly package. It helps eliminate unnecessary 
visual distractions and can also facilitate daily deep cleaning 
and disinfecting which will become paramount as offices 
reopen in the wake of COVID-19. Other tools in the suite 
include NeatTech, a discreet, lightweight mesh basket 
that can safely store power strips and wayward cables just 
underneath the work surface, and NeatLinks, a go-to for 
more permanent workstation setups allowing users to create 
a customized system of channels suited for their space. 
Complementing the Neat suite of products, Humanscale 
also recently launched the Thin Client Holder, designed 
to further maximize usable work surface as it positions thin 
client CPU hardware directly beneath the tabletop.  
www.humanscale.com

>Innovant (391)
MC Workstations, targeted for launch in late 2020, is

a family of permanent address workstations and agile 
workspots based on a single mono column engineered to 
deliver elegant sit/stand surfaces throughout the office. 
Optional minimalist partitions in a variety of transparent and 
solid materials will seamlessly integrate with the tables to 
provide social distancing without compromising aesthetics. 

HBF: Up Collection

Humanscale: Summa

Humanscale: NeatUp

www.hbf.com
www.humanscale.com
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V4 huddle and conference tables take the intelligent 
technology and cabling design from Innovant’s FORm_AV 
table line and add newly added surface materials, new sig-
nature leg details and state of the art personal connectivity 
features. www.innovant.com 

>JANUS et Cie (3-310A)
Akuu, a new handwoven seating group designed by

Janice Feldman, is defined by signature, stylized curves. 
It is available in three versatile JANUSfiber hues – Bronze, 
Limestone, and Smoke – and its aluminum frame is finished 
with proprietary JANUScoat in Bronze, Limestone, or Chas-
sis Silver to complement the fiber. Akuu Armchairs and 
Lounge Chairs are both stackable to four. This collection is 

a flexible, lightweight solution for high-traffic hospitality and 
commercial applications as well as active homes. Akuu’s 
casual, rounded forms pair well with an array of dining, café 
and occasional tables including the Cone II Dining Table 
and Capsule Side Table.

Innovant: MC Workstations

Innovant: V4

JANUS et Cie: Akuu

www.innovant.com%20
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Brace Conference Table  |  jehs+laub
M75 Executive Chair  |  vogtherr+prestwich

https://davisfurniture.com/product_detail/davis/name/M75
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Ecoustic Sculpt™ Taper - Acoustic Ceiling Tile Collection.

Hear Yourself Think® unikavaev.com

https://unikavaev.com/products/ecoustic-sculpt-ceiling-tile-taper/?utm_source=Officeinsight&utm_medium=Newsletter&utm_campaign=Sculpt%20Taper&utm_content=Taper
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Anatra, an award-winning collection by Patricia Urquiola, 

now includes modular seating along with two new lounge 
chair designs, all highlighted by expertly handwoven rope 
details. The new lounge elements are constructed using 
the same soft and inviting textured braiding as the other 
seating pieces in the collection, wrapping the frame gently 
to create a harmonious weave. Anatra’s seven versatile 
modular pieces allow for numerous sofa configurations 
punctuated by deep, relaxed cushions for ultimate casual 
comfort outdoors.

The Anatra Teak High Back Lounge Chair is a new in-
terpretation of the collection’s signature open, handwoven 
rope and deep, rich hues. The chair juxtaposes Anatra’s 
naturally dark shades with a honey-toned premium teak 
frame that has a playful, Scandinavian form. A petite ver-
sion of the classic lounge chair offers a new scale option for 
smaller, urban spaces such as high rise balconies. “Anatra 
was born from my desire to play and experiment with the 
scale of weaving, a technique that is very distinctive of 
JANUS et Cie,” said Urquiola. “I wanted to try and find the 
perfect balance between lightness and durability, to trans-
late the concept of comfort into generous and embracing 
seating solutions.”

Matisse Armchair is the latest addition to JANUS et Cie’s 
value-driven Matisse collection. It features the collection’s 
signature geometric sled frame and comfortable mesh seat 
and can be paired with an array of outdoor tables including 
Duo and Koko II. A celebration of minimalism and clean 
lines, the club chair, sofa and modular pieces offer flexibility 
and varied configurations, while the ultra-modern chaise 
lounge is ideal for poolside relaxation. The powder coated 
aluminum frame and mesh walls at the seat and back 
aid in keeping costs—and weight—down, while offering a 
dependable product for enduring the elements outdoors. 
For the lounge elements, special attention has been given 
to durability including mesh-encased reticulated foam 
cushions, ideal for high traffic areas. The lightweight nature 
of the construction allows for ease in customizing spaces for 
special events and occasions that require flexible seating 
arrangements. www.janusetcie.com/contract

>JSI (3-311)
Arwyn, a comprehensive collection of lounge, guest, and

tables, creates spaces to collaborate or alcoves to unwind. 
Club chairs and sofas are offered in three back styles (cush-
ion, cushion with quilt detail, and quilt wrap back) that can 
be single or dual upholstered. Warm up the room with wood 
legs or provide easy cleanability and a sleek profile with 
metal legs. Form and function go hand in hand with features 
like built in power, discrete clean outs, and arm caps offered 
in wood, laminate or solid surface. Guest, mid back lounge, 
and high back lounge chairs can be outfitted with wood 
legs, metal legs, four star base, or five star base with casters, 
and can also be customized with single or dual upholstery. 
Matching ottomans and tables round out the offering.

JANUS et Cie: Anatra

JANUS et Cie: Matisse Armchair

JANUS et Cie: Anatra Petite Lounge Chair (L) and Anatra Teak High Back Lounge Chair (R)

www.janusetcie.com/contract
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Ansen barstools and counter stools offer lush, relaxed 
comfort. The are available in maple wood with a variety of 
wood finishes and color, upholstery in single or dual tones, 
and with an optional scuff plate.

Millie seating family is formulated to embody balance and 
precision with structured angles and graceful tapers that 
support stability for the long run. Millie is crafted from maple 
wood with a full variety of finish tones. www.jsifurniture.com

>Keilhauer (3–373)
Ellaby Sofa and Ottoman is the latest evolution of Keil-

hauer’s award winning Coy™ and Ellaby™ lounge chairs. 
Designed by EOOS for Keilhauer, the sophisticated addi-
tions feature their predecessors’ dramatic, flowing lines and 
iconic easel shaped, wooden base - creating an intriguing 
and inviting space for relaxation and conversation. The two 
seater sofa brings both peace and productivity into com-
mercial environments. The high, enveloping back provides 
privacy and sense of cocooned protection, molded cushions 
provide comfort, while a slight forward posture provides 
multi-functionality. It encourages relaxed alertness – good 
for taking calls, making notes, reading, or quiet conversa-
tion. Ellaby is expected to carry BIFMA level® 2 and SCS 
Global Services certification for Indoor Air Quality at the 
Indoor Advantage™ Gold level. It is manufactured in facili-
ties that produce zero waste to landfill, and offset 100% of 
electricity use with renewable energy credits.

Division Twelve, a new brand acquired by Keilhauer this 
year, offers a colorful line of tables and seating for commer-
cial environments that want to create unconventional meet-
ing or luncheon areas inspired by leading hospitality trends. 
The initial collection of bent metal stools, chairs, tables, 
and bench feature the designs of Geof Lilge, Scot Laughton 
and Samuel Petterson. The pieces have an urban, modern 
design that ranges from straight-forward to sculptural. 20 
powder coat colors are available to customize each piece 
and create impactful designs and spaces. Each year, the 
palette will be updated to include the latest Pantone® Color 
of the Year. Creatively named pieces include Resto, which 
has a curved back and wide seat to provide comfort for long, 
intense sitting sessions; Winny™, a chic stacking chair with 
subtle nods to the Windsor chair; Dek, with an oval seat 
inspired by the deck of a skateboard; and much more.  
www.keilhauer.com

JSI: Arwyn

JSI: Millie

JSI: Ansen

Keilhauer: Ellaby Two Seater and Ottoman

www.keilhauer.com
www.keilhauer.com
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>KFI Studios (331)
Ambitions is a new desk offered by KFI Studios in an ex-

clusive contract partnership with Dutch design team Umage 
of Copenhagen. As workstations and workplaces change, 
the desire to create spaces with an elegantly streamlined 
and comfortable desk space has become a priority. Ambi-
tions offers storage space without bulk. At just 39” across, it 
can comfortably fit into smaller spaces, helping users clear 
their minds and reduce clutter. The desk has a wide central 
drawer the right size for storing laptops, and the slim-ta-
pered wing compartments can be easily accessed for hiding 
notebooks, pens, and other small office items. A concealed 
compartment at the back can hide unsightly wires and 
extension cords while easily providing access to electricity. 
Finishes include Oak and White as well as Dark Oak and 
White. The interplay between the wood and powder-coat 
materials add a soft, unmistakably Nordic feel.

Midtown Bench is a new companion piece to the popular 
Midtown table. Complementing a range of visual styles 
from traditional to transitional to modern, the bench also 
works as a stand-alone piece. It is suited to a wide variety 
of applications and areas including break rooms, co-work 
areas, student center landing areas, hospitality and transi-

tional spaces. The hand-stained solid wood seat is made in 
the USA and is available in three finish options: Barnwood, 
Natural, and a rich Espresso. It is also available as part of 
KFI Studios’ two week upholstery program. Getting to the 
bottom of it, the single piece base is a 2.25” frame and 
is constructed of 16 gauge steel and includes poly glides 
to make moving easy. It is ANSI-BIFMA tested up to 500 
pounds. www.kfistudios.com

>Mohawk Group (3-377)
Smart City is a Living Product Certified carpet plank sys-

tem inspired by some of the world’s most connected cities, 
and how those systems provide human mobility and connec-
tivity. Urban Model offers an intricate base texture presented 

Keilhauer: Division12 Family of products

Keilhauer: Midtown Bench

Mohawk Group: Smart City

KFI Studios: Ambitions

http://www.kfistudios.com
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http://www.teknion.com
https://www.luumtextiles.com/
https://www.studiotk.com/
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Exploring 
Opportunities  
for Change 
June 9 & 10

Visit knoll.com to add programs to your 
calendar and to watch all live stream events.

Daily Programs from Noon to 6:00 PM ET

Tuesday, June 9

Tracy Wymer 
Knoll Vice President, 
Workplace Strategy 

Kylie Roth 
Knoll Senior Director, 
Workplace Research

Sigi Moeslinger & 
Mashimichi Udagawa 
Antenna Design Principals

David Rockwell 
Founder and President, 
Rockwell Group

Benjamin Pardo 
Knoll Executive Vice 
President, Design

Zoë Ryan 
Art Institute of Chicago’s 
John H. Bryan Chair and 
Curator of Architecture 
and Design

India Mahdavi 
Architect

Sharon Johnston 
Johnston Marklee  
& Associates

Cindy Allen 
Editor-in-Chief, Interior 
Design Magazine

Nina Bruun 
Textile Designer

Dorothy Cosonas 
Creative Director, 
KnollTextiles

Kim Yao 
Principal,  
ARO Architecture 
Research Office

Piero Lissoni 
Architect & Designer

Wednesday, June 10

Thomas Bentzen 
Thomas Bentzen  
Industrial Design 

Edward Barber &  
Jay Osgerby 
Barber Osgerby Principals

Dan Grabowski 
Designer

Marc Krusin 
Designer

Marie Hesseldahl 
Product Design Manager, 
Muuto

Susan Magsamen 
Founder and Executive 
Director of the International 
Arts + Mind Lab, Johns 
Hopkins University

Carol Crane 
Knoll Vice President, 
Education/Healthcare

Learn how the most successful workplaces 
adapt to change through good design. Join us 
for our holistic, research-driven point-of-view 
and insights from today’s top thinkers.

http://www.knoll.com
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in three distinctive hues and contrast levels, while Urban 
Mobility layers a metropolitan subway line pattern in six 
sophisticated color options. Mohawk Group collaborated with 
Gensler, serving as product design consultant for the Smart 
City collection. Explore Smart City, where the linear graphics 
of Urban Mobility are inspired by actual subway lines in Ber-
lin, Istanbul, London, New York, Paris and Shanghai, while 
the organic base pattern of Urban Model reflects the texture 
and rhythm of a metropolitan mapscape. Smart City is car-
bon neutral, and achieves Living Product Certification from 
the International Living Future Institute due to its net positive 
impact on the following sustainable imperatives: place, wa-
ter, materials, equity, beauty, health and happiness.

Designed by Jason F. McLennan in collaboration with 
Mohawk Group, the Owls Collection captures the essence 
of these North American birds of prey through color and pat-
terning. Inspired by their plumage, mottled shades of black, 
brown, tan and grey take flight as a distinctive, yet versatile 
commercial carpet plank across two 12” x 36” patterns – 

Feather and Flight. A stylized visual and simple texture cre-
ate intriguing, coordinating combinations. Also produced at 
Mohawk Group’s Living Site in Glasgow, VA, the Owls Collec-
tion meets the stringent requirements of Living Product Petal 
Certification and has a net positive carbon impact through 
our handprinting initiative. www.mohawkgroup.com

Mohawk Group: Smart City-Urban Mobility

Mohawk Group: Owls Collection

Mohawk Group: Owls Collection-Flight

http://www.mohawkgroup.com
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>Nienkämper (3–365)
The Cantilever Conference Table rises to the needs of 

flexible meeting spaces. Whether it is for a large formal 
conference room, or a casual meeting space, this height 
adjustable conference table effortlessly transitions from 
seated height to standing. The Cantilever Conference Table 
is supported by a secure, yet elegantly, stitched neather 
covered base. Discreet wire management keeps cables out 
of sight while the innovative cantilever design can support 
the weight of up to 375lbs. Electric height adjustable bases 
and seated fixed-height bases are available. 

The Cantilever Media Table is a first-of-its-kind floor-
mounted, height-adjustable work surface, with an integrated 
media screen moving in sync with the tabletop to standing 
height – meaning there are no restrictions on how you work. 
The Cantilever Media Table is supported by a secured, 
elegantly stitched neather covered base. Discreet wire 
management keeps cables out of sight while the innovative 
cantilever design can support the weight of up to 450lbs.

The Jackal is a counter height, stacking stool with a 
molded 3d veneer seat and solid stainless steel wire base. 
Thanks to its simple form, designed by Fig40, this stacking 
chair has a light and slim silhouette. The overall simplicity 
of the Jackal design combined with organic shapes and 
finishes allows for this chair to be easily adapted to a variety 
of different interior concepts. The sleek and contemporary 
design is perfect for modern offices that exude a casual chic 
vibe. Available with and without upholstered seat cushion. 
The base is available brushed stainless steel or black satin 
powder coat.

Mohawk Group: Owls Collection-Feather

Nienkämper: Cantilever Conference

Nienkämper: Cantilever Media Table

Nienkämper: Jackal
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Metronome Trestle is a collection of less formal, typically 

standing height boardroom tables for meetings, collaborative 
work and use as a touchdown station, designed by Fig40. 
The design premise was to design a simple but beautiful 
product that combines the strength of a metal frame with the 
softness of a wooden leg. With an expressive metal foot rail, 
top in either wood veneer or plastic laminate, and a central 
wood chimney for tidy wire management, it’s an elegant and 
practical solution for a variety of office environments.

The Patkau Bench is comprised of two solid wood sec-
tions which emphasizes the natural beauty of the wood 
variations and is separated by a central gap, interconnected 
with a seemingly sculptural stainless steel disc. Comfort is 
achieved by the gentle slope of the two angled solid wood 
sections resting on stainless steel hairpin legs. The minimal 
details and understated forms are key in emphasizing the 
clean geometric lines. Ideal for galleries and public spaces 
alike, the Patkau Bench is an icon of modern design.

Drawing on their award winning and iconic Canadian  
ice warming huts, Patkau Architects has designed the 
Patkau Cocoon. Its organic form combined with the feeling 
of natural materials provides an almost poetic and sculp-
tural presence. Each element is made of curved plywood 
and wood veneer, the interior is spartan: with a fixed seat 
and fitted with ecoustic panels to provide a quiet space for 
undisturbed work or conversation. The Patkau Cocoons are 
completely unexpected and are a welcome retreat.

At first glance, the Patkau Twist Chair is a deceptively sim-
ple structure. Using a patented process designed specifically 
for the Twist Chair, two layers of Birch plywood are “twisted” 
to form the complex curves that gives the shell of the chair its 
characteristic shape and declarative style. Due to its minimal-
istic form, Twist is extremely elegant, resting on stainless steel 
hairpin legs, creating a chair that is visually light with a strong 
sense of timeless style. www.nienkamper.com

Nienkämper: Metronome Trestle

Nienkämper: Patkau Bench

Nienkämper: Patkau Bench

Nienkämper: Twist Chair

Nienkämper: Patkau Cocoon

http://www.nienkamper.com
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Ascend Casegoods
 deskmakers.com

https://deskmakers.com/products/casegoods/ascend
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kimball .com
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http://www.kimball.com
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>Stylex (337)

Combining the playful aesthetic of Danish mid-century 
design with 21st century appeal, Dela is a simple, modern 
chair with plenty of verve. Dela seamlessly fits into any 
environment with an industrial, tubular design that offers 
visual contrast against the chair’s plush, inviting surfaces. 
Its name stems from the Delaware River Valley where Stylex 
is located, and where many of the U.S. steel manufacturers 
still exist today – a testament to Dela’s heritage and inspira-
tion. Dela is versatile, with seven variations ranging from 
lounge chairs to stools and task options for customization.

Still Screen, designed by Fig40, offers the functionality 
of a traditional panel system with an extra touch of tailored 
elegance, providing privacy and separation in open plan 
environments. The collection is as much an interior ele-
ment as a thoughtful intervention, increasing productivity 
by removing visual distractions and creating partially- to 
fully-enclosed spaces. It also can direct traffic flow and help 
reduce noise, as well as enforce greater social distancing. 
Endlessly flexible, Still is designed to address the evolving 
needs of the office, hospitality, education, and healthcare 
environment. Still panels come in a variety of widths and 
heights, with options to stand solo or in layers to achieve 
a desired look and different levels of privacy. Integrated 
power supports audio-visual conferencing and touchdown 
work. Upholstery options allow for further customization, 
with options ranging from refined woven textiles to bleach-
cleanable fabrics for high-contact areas. Still is BIFMA- and 
LEVEL-certified. www.stylexseating.com

Stylex: Dela Stylex: Still Screen

Stylex: Still Screen

http://www.stylexseating.com
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>Tarkett (3–380)

Fabricate is Tarkett’s new commercial carpet developed 
in partnership with menswear designer Jhane Barnes. 
Barnes developed Fabricate to effectively hide soil and 
coordinate easily with other flooring selections in the space. 
Using an innovative design technique she developed and 
Tarkett patented, Barnes flipped and rotated a series of tiny 
repeating modules, creating an almost-solid visual. Each 
six-foot repeat includes more than a thousand rotating 
motifs, making the overall pattern impossible to find. To 
complete the design, Barnes created a palette of today’s 
most dependable neutrals, plus some bright pops of color. 
The Fabricate pattern and color palette were designed to 
complement Barnes’ other products in the Tarkett portfolio, 
especially the Blockade and Soundblock series, which use 
the same color names for easy pairings. Fabricate is avail-
able in Powerbond®, the industry’s only hybrid resilient that 
is completely impermeable to moisture, wall-to-wall.

Tarkett has also launched two new modular carpet de-
signs – Vellum and Bindery. Through crisp pattern detail, 
color contrast and lustre variation, these complementary 
patterns draw on the rich tradition of book binding and im-
part the handcrafted patinas of early papermaking, enabling 
architects and designers to craft a story through interior 
spaces. Vellum and Bindery marry geometric and organic 
themes with clear and crisp color separations by using the 
same eight gentle colorways across the two colorways. A 
hand-drawn feel carries through both patterns, with linear 
striations coming and going in the background. The styles 
are bold and refined, yet their abstract nature warms com-
mercial interiors with a soft elegance. Vellum and Bindery 
offer the highest total appearance retention rating (TAR) 
in the industry - making them the perfect blend of value, 
performance, and style. www.tarkettna.com

>Tuohy Furniture (3–123)
The Pleat Collection is an array of seating pieces based 

on an organic, molded seat form that is ergonomic, adapt-
able, affordable and brilliantly detailed. The design is well 
suited to a wide range of interiors environments, from group 
conference and private office, to lobby and hospitality set-
tings. It is offered with a wood leg base, a 4-star base with 
foot pads, a 5-star base with casters, a disk base, and a 
wire frame base. Pleat seating may be adjustable in height, 
with a low-profile swivel-tilt mechanism. It is also available 
with casters or foot pads for stationary use. The molded 
bucket shell is fully upholstered with the signature pleat 
detail at the center-back. www.tuohyfurniture.com

Tarkett: Fabricate

Stylex: Vellum

Stylex: Bindery

Tuohy: Pleat-4 Leg Tuohy: Pleat-Trumpet

http://www.tarkettna.com
http://www.tuohyfurniture.com
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>Watson (3-341)
C9 Meeting Tables work across the office without boundar-

ies. Fusing function and beauty, the slender profile fits neatly 
into the modern aesthetic of today’s working spaces. Wher-
ever teams gather, the fixed-height tables can handle seated, 
counter, and bar height worklife with plenty of power options.

Watson will also introduce new updates to its popular C9 
System. The C9 System now includes a new desk screen 
with steel sides for work tools. And the Neighborhood LED 
Light has aunched with a dimmable control switch.

Watson: C9 Meeting Tables

Tuohy: Pleat-Wire, Vignette

Watson: C9 System-New Screen and Light
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Olli, the new C9 Work Trolley, seeks to establish a deep 

personal connection with the user. As the work companion 
and home to belongings, Olli brings rich functionality to 
personal storage. A steel work tray lifts up and out to reach 
the desk surface in one fluid motion. And Olli’s full of useful 
surprises just waiting to be discovered, like the hidden tray 
box or the handy bag hook.

TIA Meeting Tables also have new top shapes, designed 
for the changing organization – one that is not hierarchi-
cal, but flat and where work style becomes a shape-based 
choice. Height-adjustable, the expertly crafted steel lifting 
columns balance beauty and strength. Tia is available in 
rectangle, boat, super ellipse and riverstone shapes.  
www.watsonfurniture.com 

Watson: Olli Work Trolley

Watson: C9 System + Olli Work Trolley

Watson: Tia Meeting Table

http://www.watsonfurniture.com
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RESEARCH-DESIGN CONNECTION
The Politics of Fonts
by Sally Augustin, Ph.D.

Recent research indicates that even 
fonts may have political associations. 
Haenschen and Tamul learned that 
“individuals perceive fonts to have lib-
eral or conservative leanings. The more 
people view a font as aligned with their 

ideology, the more they favor it. Fonts 
that fall under the serif category – ones 
festooned with a small line or stroke — 
are viewed as more conservative than 
fonts in the sans serif group, though 
differences exist within font families.” 
Typefaces studied by the researchers 
included serif ones (Times New Roman 
and Jubilat) and some that were sans 
serif (Gill Sans and Century Gothic). 

“Votes May Perceive Fonts in Cam-
paign Communications to Have Liberal 
or Conservative Leanings.” 2020 Press 
release, Virginia Tech, https://vtnews.
vt.edu/articles/2020/01/clahs-political-
ideology-and-font...

Sally Augustin, PhD, a cognitive sci-
entist, is the editor of Research Design 
Connections (www.researchdesigncon-

nections.com), a monthly subscription 
newsletter and free daily blog, where 
recent and classic research in the social, 
design, and physical sciences that can 
inform designers’ work are presented 
in straightforward language. Readers 
learn about the latest research findings 
immediately, before they’re available 
elsewhere. Sally, who is a Fellow of the 
American Psychological Association, 
is also the author of Place Advantage: 
Applied Psychology for Interior Archi-
tecture (Wiley, 2009) and, with Cindy 
Coleman, The Designer’s Guide to Doing 
Research: Applying Knowledge to Inform 
Design (Wiley, 2012). She is a principal 
at Design With Science (www.design-
withscience.com) and can be reached at 
sallyaugustin@designwithscience.com.

SUDOKU

Fill in the empty cells so that every row, column and cube contains a digit from 1-9, without duplication. (Level: Easy)
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officenewswireFor complete releases,  
visit www.officeinsight.com/officenewswire.

Knoll, Inc., a constellation of design-driven brands for the 
workplace and home, announced program details for Knoll 
Design Days 2020—Opportunities for Change. Hosted this 
year as a free virtual event for industry insiders and design 
enthusiasts alike, Knoll Design Days will take place June 
9-10, 2020, bringing the company’s unparalleled expertise on 
design and the workplace to audiences in a digital-first format. 
The program, noon to 6:00 PM ET daily, builds on the success 
of the company’s current k.talks series and its Women In De-
sign Dialogues presented at Fulton Market Chicago in 2019.

Knoll Design Days—Opportunities for Change explores Knoll’s 
holistic, research-driven point-of-view with today’s top thinkers 
in workplace strategy and planning; product design, architec-
ture; interior design; and textiles. The program includes fresh 
thinking on strategies for planning workstations, private offices 
and shared spaces as well insights about materials and color.

“Simply put, the very nature of how we work and live is al-
ways changing, whether it’s in response to new technologies, 
evolving work culture or the COVID-19 crisis. A successful 
workplace addresses change—and Knoll always strives to 
find the right opportunities for organizations to adapt,” stated 
Benjamin Pardo, Knoll Executive Vice President, Design.

“We’re here to help organizations adjust to a new normal 
and give people confidence in their work environments. 
We look forward to expanding the dialogue around consid-
erations for a healthy work life, through what I think is an 
incredible representation of what our constellation of brands 
can accomplish,” added Pardo.

Program participants include:
-Cindy Allen, Editor-in-Chief, Interior Design Magazine
- Antenna Design principals, Sigi Moeslinger and 
Mashimichi Udagawa
- Edward Barber & Jay Osgerby, Principal Designers, 
Barber Osgerby

-Thomas Bentzen, designer
-Nina Bruun, designer
-Dorothy Cosonas, Creative Director, KnollTextiles
-Dan Grabowski, Designer
-Marie Hesseldahl, Product Design Manager, Muuto
-Sharon Johnston, Johnston Marklee & Associates
-Marc Krusin, Designer
-Piero Lissoni, Architect & Designer
- Susan Magsamen, Founder and Executive Director 
of the International Arts + Mind Lab, Johns Hopkins 
University

-India Mahdavi, Architect
-Benjamin Pardo, Knoll Executive Vice President, Design
-David Rockwell, Founder and President, Rockwell Group
-Kylie Roth, Knoll Senior Director, Workplace Research
- Zoë Ryan, Art Institute of Chicago’s John H. Bryan Chair 
and Curator of Architecture and Design

-Tracy Wymer, Knoll Vice President, Workplace Strategy
-Kim Yao, principal ARO Architecture Research Office
In addition, Pardo, who will host many of the segments, 

invites viewers to join him for cocktails each evening with 
designers and friends.

Knoll Announces Free Virtual Knoll Design Days Lineup June 9-10
Digital-first program, Opportunities for Change, to present fresh thinking from top 
design thinkers

OPPORTUNITIES FOR EXPLORING CHANGE
Tuesday, June 9

12:00 – 12:30 PM ET

k. talk
Reimagine the Workplace
Hear from Knoll vice president, workplace Tracy Wymer and senior research 
director Kylie Roth as they discuss the evolution of the workplace in relation 
to our latest thinking on planning spaces that balance comfort and humanity.

12:45 – 1:30 PM ET

k. talk
Looking Ahead – The Art of Working
Learn what makes an engaging workplace from Antenna Design principals Sigi Moeslinger and Masamichi Udagawa; 
David Rockwell, Founder and President, Rockwell Group; and Knoll design director Benjamin Pardo.

http://www.officenewswire.com/index/rss
http://www.officeinsight.com/officenewswire
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1:45 – 2:45 PM ET

Fresh Thinking
Workplace Planning for Individuals and Teams
Focus on Workstations and Private Offices
Plan. Create. Furnish. What are the themes and solutions driving workplace planning? Find out from the Knoll design and 
product team.

3:00 – 3:45 PM ET

k. talk
Women in Design
What Makes Modern
Explore perspectives on modern design for the way we work and live with Zoë Ryan, the Art Institute of Chicago’s  
John H. Bryan Chair and Curator of Architecture and Design, who invites architects Sharon Johnston, Johnston Marklee 
& Associates, and India Madhavi to discuss their work.

4:00 – 5:00 PM ET

Fresh Thinking
Materials in Times of Change
Textiles, Felt and More
What makes up the perfect blend of workplace materials and sustainable design? Interior Design editor-in-chief  
Cindy Allen brings together Copenhagen-based designer Nina Bruun, KnollTextiles creative director Dorothy Cosonas 
and Kim Yao, principal ARO Architecture Research Office, to shed light on color and texture.

5:15 – 6:00 PM

Cocktails and Tea Together, Apart
Happy Hour with Knoll Design Director Benjamin Pardo and Friends
Join Benjamin, Milan-based designer Piero Lissoni and friends for design insights. Benjamin will share a favorite cocktail 
recipe—and teas; bring your own beverage.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR EXPLORING CHANGE

Wednesday, June 10

12:00 – 12:45 PM ET

k. talk
Studio Visit with Thomas Bentzen
Meet Thomas Bentzen in his Copenhagen, Denmark studio and explore his perspective on form, function and materials 
as he introduces his designs for Muuto.

1:00- 2:15 PM

Fresh Thinking
Workplace Planning for Individuals and Teams
Focus on Soft Architecture, Tables and Seating
Plan. Create. Furnish. What are the themes driving the planning of group spaces? Find out from the Knoll design and 
product team with insights from designers Edward Barber, Dan Grabowski, Marc Krusin, and Jay Osgerby that inform 
planning meeting areas, training rooms and casual spaces.
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NOTEWORTHY
>Allsteel Inc. announced 
that Infinium Interiors, an 
office furniture and work-
space solutions dealer, has 
acquired the office furni-
ture segment of Senetics 
in Honolulu, HI. With this 
acquisition, Infinium Interiors 
becomes the newest Allsteel 
dealer representative for 
Honolulu and the entire state 
of Hawaii with full-service 
consultation, space plan-
ning, and design services. 
Infinium Interiors serves 
all vertical markets includ-
ing workplace, healthcare, 
education, hospitality, and 
government.  As part of 
this dealership change, the 
company brought on team 
members from Senetics to 
help ensure the smooth-
est possible transition.  In 
addition to Allsteel, Infinium 

Interiors will also offer the full 
Gunlocke and HBF lines as 
part of its overall portfolio of 
products. Read More

>BIFMA reported that ANSI 
has approved the revised 
safety and performance 
standard: ANSI/BIFMA 
X5.4-2020, Public and 
Lounge Seating. The BIFMA 
Subcommittee for Seating 
Standards worked diligently 
for the past three years to 
revise this standard. The 
Subcommittee and industry 
stakeholders conducted re-
views of the draft proposals to 
ensure the tests were sound 
and ensured safety for the 
user. In response to market 
need, the scope of the 2020 
version has been expanded 
to include recliners, patient 
seating, stools, and restau-
rant / dining / cafeteria seat-
ing. The updated Public and 

Lounge Seating standard has 
also been harmonized with 
some of the tests from BIF-
MA’s general-purpose seating 
standard, ANSI/BIFMA 
X5.1-2017 Office Chairs. The 
X5.4-2020 standard defines 
the specific tests, labora-
tory equipment, conditions 
of test, and recommended 
minimum levels to be used 
in the testing and evaluation 
of the safety, durability, and 
structural adequacy of Public 
and Lounge Seating prod-
ucts. Read More

>DIFFA, in partnership with 
the ASID “Design Impacts 
Lives” Fund, will provide 
$50,000 in emergency 
grants to six DIFFA grant-
ees who have been working 
diligently throughout the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. The grant-
ees include Ali Forney Center, 
Callen-Lorde Community 

Health Center, GMHC, God’s 
Love We Deliver, Hetrick-
Martin Institute, and Hous-
ing Works (Bailey House). 
The funding for these grants 
comes, in part, from the ASID 
“Design Impacts Lives” Fund. 
ASID and DIFFA announced 
the new fund in May of 2019, 
when the ASID Benevolent 
Fund provided DIFFA with a 
$375,000 gift to support the 
organization’s mission to offer 
grants to nonprofits that pro-
vide services, education and 
treatment to those affected 
by HIV/AIDS. The donation 
represented one of the largest 
ever single gifts to DIFFA and 
represented an effort to lever-
age the combined power of 
the two organizations to spur 
the design industry to action, 
inspiring support from the 
design world and maximizing 
its effect on communities in 
need. Read More

2:30 – 3:15 PM ET

k. talk
Women in Design
Color and Wellbeing
Learn how the elements around us have an impact on how we feel with Zoë Ryan, the Art Institute of Chicago’s John 
H. Bryan Chair and Curator of Architecture; Marie Hesseldahl, Design Muuto product design manager; and Susan 
Magsamen, Founder and Executive Director of the International Arts + Mind Lab, Johns Hopkins University.

3:30 – 4:30 PM ET

Fresh Thinking
Higher Education Design
Hear about practical strategies for higher education design with Knoll vice president for education/ healthcare Carol 
Cranes who leads a discussion with campus planners about how colleges and universities are reimaging facilities and 
programs to adapt to the realities of bringing students, faculty and staff back to campus.

4:45 – 5:30 PM

Cocktails and Tea Together, Apart
Happy Hour with Knoll Design Director Benjamin Pardo and Friends
Join Benjamin, London-based designers Edward Barber and Jay Osgerby and friends for design insights. Benja-
min will share a favorite cocktail recipe—and teas; bring your own beverage. 

https://www.knoll.com/design-plan/knoll-design-days-2020

https://officeinsight.com/officenewswire/newest-allsteel-dealer-infinium-interiors-in-honolulu-hi/
https://officeinsight.com/officenewswire/bifma-revises-standard-for-seating-in-public-spaces/
https://officeinsight.com/officenewswire/diffa-grants-emergency-funds-to-organizations-serving-those-affected-by-hiv-aids/
https://www.knoll.com/design-plan/knoll-design-days-2020
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>IA Interior Architects and 
Space Matrix have formed 
a Strategic Partnership to 
provide design services 
and capabilities servicing 
their clients globally. This 
is a highly collaborative and 
invested enterprise that 
includes shared resources in 
a “Global Studio” with dedi-
cated professionals, technolo-
gies, and expertise to connect 
37 locations and more than 
1,400 professionals to sup-
port the two firms’ clients 
and teams with a design and 
delivery model that works. 
Read More

>IFDA NY formed a new “Ca-
reer Advancement Commit-
tee” that will be listing job 
openings and also hosting 
programs on job search and 
networking. All Job Bulletin 
listings are free of charge and 
will be distributed to IFDA 
members, with all inquiries 
directed to the hiring manager 
of the hiring company.  “Our 
diversity is our strength,” said 
Rose Hittmeyer, IFDA NY 
administrator, who conceived 
of the new committee and 
is chairing it as well. “IFDA 

members and our community 
extend across the whole spec-
trum of the design/furnish-
ings industry, from designers 
and marketers to product 
manufacturers and media.” 
Andrea Warriner, IFDA NY 
Co-President, under whose 
tenure along with that of her 
Co-President David Santiago, 
the organization has seen its 
weekly Zoom webinars on a 
variety of topics become an 
industry staple, noted that “At 
this juncture, it is more impor-
tant than ever for us to work 
with one another to move the 
industry forward, one step at a 
time.” Read More

>Spacestor’s new white 
paper, “Envisioning the 
Workplace Return,” unpacks 
four fundamental areas of 
focus that will define the 
post-COVID workplace. This 
paper is not only informed 
by Spacestor’s vast expertise 
in these areas, but it is also 
based on extensive market 
research and ongoing discus-
sions with leading minds from 
Gensler, Interior Architects, 
Merck, and more. Spacestor 
envisions an eventual return 

to the office by identifying four 
pillars of post-COVID work-
place design: employee safety 
& wellbeing, organizational 
culture, workplace operations, 
and design strategy. One key 
projection is that companies 
will have to redesign their 
offices to minimize physi-
cal interactions. This might 
involve reduced density, 
workspace reconfiguration, 
assigned seating, and the 
introduction of hygienic mate-
rials and physical zone divid-
ers. Because the COVID-19 
situation is continuously 
evolving, Spacestor will be 
updating this white paper as 
new research & data become 
available. Read More

RE-SITED 
>Mike Wagner has accepted 
the position of Jasper Group 
President. In this role, he 
will be dedicated to strategic 
growth and oversight for the 
company’s group of brands, 
which include contract 
furniture brands JSI, Com-
munity, and Jasper Desk; 
and hospitality furniture 
brand Klem. Mike Elliott, who 
previously held the title, noted 
that he had for several years 
been searching for a succes-
sor “with a real passion for 
furniture, for people and with 
vast market experience in 
this industry. I grew up with 
this company. And after 40 

IA & Space Matrix

Spacestor White Paper

https://officeinsight.com/officenewswire/introducing-ia-space-matrix/
https://officeinsight.com/officenewswire/ifda-ny-chapter-establishes-career-advancement-committee/
https://officeinsight.com/officenewswire/spacestor-white-paper-identifies-four-pillars-of-post-covid-workplace-design/
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plus years of leading Jas-
per Group, it was extremely 
important to me that I found 
someone who I trust implicitly 
to care for this business, our 
great people and our craft 
as much as I do. I’m certain 
that Mike Wagner will do this, 
and I’m confident he will be a 
great leader of this company 
for years to come.” Mr. Elliott 
will retain the role of CEO for 
a transition period and that of 
Chairman of the Board after.  
Mr. Wagner followed up, “I’ve 
known and respected Mike 
Elliott for many years, and 
I’ve admired the consistent 
growth and success that he 
and his leadership team have 
achieved over the past de-
cade. There is something very 
special going on here, and I’m 
very honored to be joining this 
family.” Mr. Wagner brings 
with him more than 25 years 
of industry leadership and 
experience. Most recently, he 
served as President for the 
Kimball brand.  Read More

ENVIRONMENT
>Interface announced that 
its luxury vinyl tile products 
are now made with 39% pre-
consumer recycled content. 
With this move, Interface has 
expanded the use of recycled 
content across its product 
portfolio, furthering its Climate 
Take Back™ mission to 
reverse global warming. The 
company marked this mile-
stone with the launch of its 
latest global resilient flooring 
product, Brushed Lines™. 
In addition, other Interface 
LVT products and collections, 
such as Level Set™, Studio 
Set™, Steady Stride™, and 
Criterion™, will now include 
this same recycled con-
tent as the company works 
toward implementing even 
more product sustainability 
advancements in the future. 
Because these products 
remain free of phthalates, 
heavy metals, and added 
formaldehyde, they are fully 
recyclable through ReEntry®, 

the Interface post-consumer 
reclamation program. The 
new Brushed Line collec-
tion combines diffused linear 
textures with organic forms 
and dusty hues inspired by 
nature, delivering a high-end 
look that stands up to every-
day use. It also features light-

capturing abilities that sparkle 
on the floor. This new line, 
like every flooring product 
Interface sells – carpet, LVT, 
and rubber sheets and tiles 
– is certified carbon neutral 
through the Carbon Neutral 
Floors™ program. Read More

EVENTS
>Andreu World Online 
Design Talks on Wednesday, 
Jun. 3 will feature Benjamin 
Hubert, founder of Layer. In 
this presentation, 2:00-2:30 
p.m. Eastern Time (8:00-
8:30 p.m. UTC+2, Madrid), 
Mr. Hubert will address the 
question “Why are the stools 
absent from the history of 
the chair?” He will introduce 
Hula, a contemporary swivel 
stool comprised of a series 
of rotating elements. Created 
as a visual game, iconic and 
height adjustable, the Hula 
barstool is “as functional as it 
is singular.” Read More

Mike Wagner

Interface: Brushed Lines LVT

Andreu World Online Design Talks

https://officeinsight.com/officenewswire/jasper-group-announces-new-president/
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>Carnegie is offering a 
one-hour CEU webinar this 
Thursday May 28, “How 
Textiles Can Help with 
Acoustics.” From the descrip-
tion: “Social distancing will 
play a large role in the way 
spaces are designed in the 
future, and good acoustics 
will remain a critical piece to 
the overall user experience…. 
We’ll cover the unconscious 
ways sound can disrupt work 
efficiency and impact health, 
the different technical terms 
such as NRC and NC, how 

acoustic panels work, and 
the latest in acoustic drapery 
offerings.” Read More

>The 45th CIFF Guangzhou 
will be held in a single edi-
tion Jul. 27-30. Normally 
held in two segments but 
postponed this year due to 
the virus, the rescheduled 
show will include Home 
Furniture/Home Decor/Out-
door Leisure/Office Show and 
CIFM/interzum Guangzhou 
sectors gathered in a single 
event. Read More

>This week is the final week 
of theMART’s five-week 
“Showoom Series” of CEU 
programming as NeoCon 
organizers get set to launch 
NeoConnect next week. The 
remaining courses (all sched-
uled for 2:00 p.m. Central 
Time): 
-Tuesday, May 26 - “His-
tory of Acrylic in Design” 
by Interlude Home and CAI 
Designs. This course explores 
the history of acrylic, how it is 
manufactured, how it is ap-
plied in furniture design, and 
how to care for and restore it. 
-Wednesday, May 27 - “Paint 
+ Pigment” by Sherwin-
Williams. What’s the story of 
the color in a can of paint? 
Color can inspire, calm or 
energize, and pigments play 
a crucial role in delivering a 
desired color and outcome to 
substrates. 
-Wednesday, May 27 - “The 
Ins and Outs of Performance” 
by Kravet. This course will 

explore the history of perfor-
mance fabrics, how to make 
the best performance choice 
for clients and what makes 
Kravet’s InsideOut an all-in-
one performance fabric. 
-Thursday, May 28 - “Archi-
tectural Recessed Lighting for 
the Home” by Tech Lighting 
and CAI Designs. “Whether 
you are a builder, interior 
designer, lighting designer, 
controls integrator, architect 
or home owner, this course 
will help you fall in love with 
architectural recessed light-
ing.” 
-Friday, May 29 - “Heat 
Pump Dryers and New Laun-
dry Technologies” by Miele. 
This course investigates inno-
vative residential laundry ap-
pliance technology, such as 
heat pump drying, automatic 
dosing and small load options 
for washer extractors and 
the utilization of Wi-Fi mobile 
apps. Read More

Carnegie CEU

CIFF Guangzhou

theMART Showroom Series
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>Parsons Healthy Materials 
Lab has two CEU programs 
starting this Tuesday, May 
26: “Healthier Materials & 
Sustainable Building” and 
“Healthy and Sustainable 
Affordable Housing.” The 
Healthier Materials program 
is a four-course program that 
brings together interdisciplin-
ary experts to cover every 
aspect of material health, and 
it offers 18 AIA and 23.4 ID-
CEC HSW CEU credits.  The 
housing course provides more 
than seven hours of expert 
guidance and offers sis AIA 
HSW CEU credits. Read More

>Parsons Healthy Materials 
Lab also posted Episode 4 
of its Trace Material podcast 
series. This episode features 
Winona LaDuke, a two-time 
Vice Presidential nominee, 
an internationally renowned 
environmentalist…and a 
hemp farmer. Part of what 
she thinks needs to change 
is our dependence on fossil 

fuels. Peter Hille, President 
the Mountain Association for 
Community and Economic 
Development would agree. He 
explains how extractive econ-
omies have ravaged Eastern 
Kentucky and lays out what a 
just transition for Appalachia 
will look like. Read More

>Sedia Systems is offering 
a new CEU: “Learning That 
Lasts.” This CEU will seek 
to educate attendees on the 
latest trends happening in 
both higher-education and 
corporate learning environ-
ments, exploring how the 
design lines are converging 
between vertical markets. 
It will examine the shifts in 
demographics of corporate 
and collegiate learners today, 
including the generational 
mix which requires cater-

ing to diverse needs; and 
explore the ways that colleges 
are evolving to look more 
like corporate spaces and 
conversely, the ways in which 
corporate spaces have shifted 
to be more like college. It 
will review best practices for 
creating flexible fixed-seating 
layouts in learning spaces for 
the future and discuss new 
technology trends impact-
ing spaces today, looking at 
ways to incorporate new tools 
to make learning engaging. 
Read More

Parsons Healthy Materials Lab CEU program

Sedia Systems CEU

Parsons Healthy Materials Lab: Trace Material
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BUSINESS AFFAIRS
>AIA reported May 20 that demand for design services in 
April saw its steepest decline on record, with an Architec-
ture Billings Index score of 29.5. During April, both the new 
project inquiries and design contracts scores also declined 
significantly, posting scores of 28.4 and 27.6 respectively.  

“With the dramatic deceleration that we have seen in the econ-
omy since mid-March, it’s not surprising that businesses and 
households are waiting for signs of stability before proceeding 
with new facilities,” said AIA Chief Economist Kermit Baker. 
“Once business activity resumes, demand for design services 
should pick up fairly quickly. Unfortunately, the precipitous 
drop in demand for design services will have lasting conse-
quences for some firms.”

Regional three-month moving averages: West (38.1); Midwest 
(31.2); South (31.1); Northeast (23.0). Sector index break-
down: institutional (36.1); multi-family residential (30.3); mixed 
practice (29.0); commercial/industrial (27.8). www.aia.org/
press-releases

>DIRTT Environmental Solutions Ltd. on May 22 announced 
that all resolutions submitted to shareholders at its annual 
and special meeting of shareholders have passed. These in-
clude the election of all seven nominees proposed as directors: 
Wayne Boulais, John (Jack) Elliott, Denise Karkkainen, Todd 
Lillibridge, Christine McGinley, Kevin O’Meara, and Steve 
Parry. https://www.dirtt.com/investors/

>Herman Miller, Inc. has taken a variety of actions to sub-
stantially reduce expenses and further enhance its liquidity 
in response to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and re-
lated restrictions. Included among the activities is a voluntary 
reduction in its North American and international workforce as 
well as an involuntary reduction in its North American work-
force. Combined, these actions resulted in the elimination of 
approximately 300 full-time positions throughout the company 
in various businesses and functions as of May 14.

As the result of these actions, the company projects an an-
nualized expense reduction of approximately $32.2 million, 
of which approximately 27% of the savings are attributable to 
the company’s voluntary severance program. The company 
currently expects to incur severance and related charges of 
approximately $13.5 million (pre-tax) in the fourth quarter of 
fiscal 2020, consisting solely of cash expenditures for employee 
termination and severance costs to be paid in the Company’s 
next fiscal year, beginning on May 31, 2020. Depending upon 
the future levels of its business activities, the company may 
experience further reductions in its global workforce. (Reported 
in Form 8-K filed with the SEC on May 18.) https://investors.
hermanmiller.com/sec-filings

>Herman Miller also reported that on May 20 it entered into 
a third amendment to its existing Private Shelf Agreement, 
dated Dec. 14, 2010, as amended, between the company 
and PGIM, Inc. (formerly known as Prudential Investment 
Management, Inc.) and certain of its affiliates.  

5.22.20 4.3.20 12.27.19 9.27.19 6.28.19 3.29.19 %frYrHi
%fr50-
DayMA

HMiller 23.7 17.8 41.6 45.9 44.7 35.2 -52.5% 12.4%

HNI 24.3 21.8 37.4 35.4 35.4 36.3 -43.5% 4.1%

Inscape 0.5 0.8 0.8 0.7 1.7 1.7 -75.0% -35.5%

Interface 8.2 6.7 16.5 14.6 15.3 15.3 -53.6% -3.5%

Kimball 10.7 9.6 20.7 19.4 17.4 14.1 -52.1% -5.1%

Knoll 10.5 8.6 25.4 25.3 23.0 18.9 -63.0% 2.2%

Leggett 30.0 22.7 51.2 40.9 38.4 42.2 -45.9% 2.7%

Mohawk 83.3 62.0 134.4 123.6 147.5 126.2 -46.8% 2.7%

Steelcase 11.5 8.2 20.6 18.4 17.1 14.6 -50.0% 13.6%

Virco 2.2 2.2 4.4 3.8 4.7 4.3 -55.6% -4.7%

SUM 204.8 160.4 352.9 328.0 345.1 308.8

DJIndust 24,465 21,053 28,645 26,820 26,600 25,929 -17.3% 2.7%

Industry Stock Prices
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The Agreement provides for a $150,000,000 revolving facility, 
which includes $50,000,000 of outstanding existing unse-
cured senior notes that are due on Mar. 1, 2021 (the “Existing 
Notes”) and an additional $50,000,000 aggregate principal 
amount of unsecured senior notes issued on May 20, 2020 
(the “2020 Notes”). The 2020 Notes are due on May 20, 2030 
and bear interest at a fixed annual coupon rate of 4.95%. 
The company intends to use the proceeds of the 2020 Notes 
for general corporate purposes and/or to refinance existing 
indebtedness, including the Existing Notes. The Agreement 
also establishes an uncommitted shelf facility, under which 
Prudential will consider one or more requests from the com-
pany to purchase up to an additional $50,000,000 in aggregate 
amount of the company’s senior unsecured notes from time to 
time. (Form 8-K filed with the SEC on May 21.) https://inves-
tors.hermanmiller.com/sec-filings

>Interface, Inc. on May 19 announced that its Board of 
Directors has declared a regular quarterly cash dividend of 
$0.01 per share, which represents a reduction in the quarterly 
dividend amount. The newly declared dividend is payable Jun. 
19 to shareholders of record as of Jun, 5. “The Board made 
the decision to reduce the dividend out of an abundance of 
caution to conserve cash during this period of COVID-19 re-
strictions and resulting economic impact,” said Interface Chair-
man and CEO Dan Hendrix. “This decision will be revisited in 
subsequent periods and the Board intends to consider increas-
ing the dividend in the future if economic conditions warrant.” 
https://investors.interface.com/investor-relations

>Interface, Inc.’s Board of Directors on May 19 appointed 
Robert Pridgen (age 43) as Vice President and Chief Ac-
counting Officer. Mr. Pridgen joined the company on May 21. 
Prior to joining Interface, Mr. Pridgen served at Warner Media, 
LLC (formerly known as Turner Broadcasting) as its Vice 
President of Finance - Consolidated Financial Reporting and 
International Line of Business from 2017 to the present and as 
its Senior Director/Executive Director - International Planning 
and Reporting from 2013 to 2017. Before that, he served as 
Assistant Corporate Controller - Director of Financial Reporting 
and Technical Accounting at Graphic Packaging Holding Com-
pany from 2010 to 2013, and previously worked more than ten 
years at the public accounting firm Ernst & Young, LLP. In his 
new role at Interface, he will report to Bruce A. Hausmann, 
Vice President, Chief Financial Officer and Treasurer. (Form 
8-K filed with the SEC on May 22.) https://investors.interface.
com/financials/sec-filings/default.aspx

>Knoll Inc. on May 20 announced plans to further reduce its 
operating expenses in response to the economic challenges 
and uncertainty resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic and 
its impact on the company’s business. As part of this restruc-

turing, the company expects to reduce its workforce by approxi-
mately 275 positions. In connection with these actions, Knoll 
estimates that it will incur approximately $5.5 million of cash 
charges related to separation payments and other employee ter-
mination expenses. The majority of the expenses are expected to 
be recognized in the second quarter of 2020, and the company 
expects the plan to be fully executed by the end of the third 
quarter of 2020. It estimates the elimination of these positions 
will result in annualized savings of approximately $24.0 million.

In addition, on Jan. 16, the company previously announced 
plans to consolidate its manufacturing footprint and optimize 
its supply chain in North America, resulting in the closure of 
its Grand Rapids, MI manufacturing facility impacting approxi-
mately 180 hourly and 30 salaried positions. The restructuring 
plan is expected to result in charges over a multi-year period 
totaling approximately $18.2 million, including $16.7 million of 
cash expenditures. The company incurred approximately $7.5 
million in charges associated with these plans during the first 
quarter of 2020, and it expects to incur the additional charges 
related to the manufacturing footprint consolidation during the 
remainder of 2020 and 2021. As part of its plan to consolidate 
and improve the efficiency of its manufacturing operations, it 
has an agreement to sell its Grand Rapids building. It antici-
pates closing the sale and manufacturing operations within the 
Grand Rapids facility to cease late in the second quarter. 

“Today we made the extremely difficult decision to eliminate a 
significant number of full-time positions at Knoll,” said Chair-
man and CEO Andrew Cogan. “While the current business 
environment has forced us to take this action, we do not take 
it lightly. We sincerely thank these individuals for their service 
and commitment to Knoll.”

Mr. Cogan further added, “Knoll is a diversified enterprise 
prepared to weather any storm. New initiatives designed to help 
our clients get back to work in their offices, combined with an 
aggressive e-commerce push in the Work-from-Home segment, 
are just two of the ways we are looking to adapt to this new real-
ity and remain a vital partner to our clients, the design communi-
ty and distribution partners in the times ahead.” (Form 8-K filed 
with the SEC on May 20.) https://knoll.gcs-web.com/sec-filings

>Mohawk Industries, Inc.’s Annual Meeting of Stockholders 
was held on May 21. Stockholders approved the election of 
Karen A. Smith Bogart and Jeffrey S. Lorberbaum as directors 
for a three-year term beginning in 2020. They also approved 
ratification of the selection of KPMG LLP as the company’s 
independent registered public accounting firm for the fiscal 
year ending Dec. 31, 2020; and approved, in a non-binding, 
advisory vote the compensation of the company’s Named 
Executive Officers. (Form 8-K filed with the SEC on May 22.) 
http://ir.mohawkind.com/financial-information/sec-filings

https://investors.hermanmiller.com/sec-filings
https://investors.hermanmiller.com/sec-filings
https://investors.interface.com/investor-relations
https://investors.interface.com/financials/sec-filings/default.aspx
https://investors.interface.com/financials/sec-filings/default.aspx
https://knoll.gcs-web.com/sec-filings
http://ir.mohawkind.com/financial-information/sec-filings
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TECHNOLOGY
>Configura released CET Designer 11.0, which features a 
new tool called “View clips,” a new auto-tagging function and 
a number of other new tools and updates. The company will 
showcase 11.0 during NeoConnect – NeoCon’s digital commu-
nity hub – through a recorded webinar and an immersive 3D 
experience using Yulio’s Virtual Reality Experiences. 

“Our Configura community provides us with valuable feedback 
that inspires new features and shapes the future of our soft-
ware,” Configura Vice President of Global Customer Experience 
Tracy Lanning said. “The biggest change in CET Designer 11.0 
is the new View clips tool. This feature replaces 2D Viewports 
and has improved performance and capabilities – it enables 
faster refreshing, different shapes and the ability to rotate clips 
360 degrees. We’re excited for users to try this new tool.”

In addition to improved performance and new capabilities, View 
clips can be modified by attaching various “add-ons.”

Another new functionality in CET Designer 11.0 is auto-tag-
ging, which has been added to both the 2D and 3D toolbars. 
When enabled, auto-tagging allows users to pick one or more 
Part tags that will be automatically applied to all objects placed 
thereafter, the same as if a user tagged those objects using the 
Tag individually tool.

Additional features include updating the CAD Settings dialog, 
standardized Categories, a new measure tool added to Quick 
Property fields, Revision Cloud updates, detailed tooltips and 
much more.

Free CET Designer 11.0 webinars

Configura will host the following free webinars highlighting new 
CET Designer 11.0 features and updates. Register for upcom-
ing live webinars here.

What’s New in CET Designer 11.0 
May 20, 4:00-5:00 p.m. EDT 
May 21, 11:00 a.m.-Noon EDT 
May 22, 11:00 a.m.-Noon EDT

Watch the recorded webinar at confi.news/Webinar11.

360 technology

During NeoConnect, participants can explore CET Designer’s 
360 rendering technology using’s Yulio’s Virtual Reality Experi-
ences. The rendering offers an immersive experience with CET 
Designer’s Fika Extension, which allows users and developers 
experience the power of CET Designer with generic products. 
View an example of a 360 rendering created in CET Designer 
using the Fika Extension at vr.yulio.com/vPJ4NXXBvA.

Growing global partner community, thousands of users  

Configura’s partner and user community is growing, with 22 
Extensions added to the online Marketplace since the CET 
Designer 10.5 release in November. Partners include compa-
nies in the commercial furniture, material handling, kitchen 
and bath, and health care industries. Nearly 17,000 people use 
Configura’s software products, including CET Designer. Read 
More
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